We are now over half way through this academic year so I wanted to send you my termly update to share
some of the great things our students have been up to and to let you know other important information.

Student Successes

It goes without saying that our students achieve great things both inside and outside of the classroom, but
here are some highlights from this term:
• Our Year 10 rugby team won the Yorkshire Schools cup final, an amazing team effort!
• Our Year 7 and 8 students excelled during our Character Education Programme. Two Year 7
forms showed fantastic ‘resilience’, working in teams to solve the fox, grain, chicken dilemma!
• Fergus in Year 10 excelled at the European Muay Thai Boxing Championships winning Gold for
Team GB in Istanbul!
• Five teams of six Year 11 MFL students took part in a French/Spanish culture and language quiz.
Shaffner’s St. Etienne won and currently top the league with 51 points
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Tom in Year 11 was one of the winners of a city-wide poetry competition. Entitled ‘If I was in
Charge of our World’ the poem blew us away and Mrs Stokes was so proud to present him with
his certificate and book voucher
Theo in Year 13 who, having achieved the Top Gold award in round 1 of the British Physics
Olympiad gained a silver award in round 2. A massive achievement so well done!
Harry, one of our wonderful Year 11’s, will be representing England in the Dance World Cup later
this year in Spain
• Our Year 11 chemists used their
problem-solving skills to identify
unknown compounds as part of
the Chemistry Drop Down day
• And finally, our Year 12 maths
students dedicated their form
time to help mentor our Year 8
students. Lovely to see our sixth
formers giving something back.

Holiday Camps
Our school has set up a childcare provision
during the school holidays. Children aged 6-13
years old can attend our camps which are run by
our school teachers and specialist coaches.
We run a sports camp and special themed days,
in arts and crafts or Minecraft.
This link has all the information, please share with
anyone you know locally who may be interested.

We’ve Brightened Up Our Corridors
Some of our corridors have had a splash of colour added recently. Fantastic facts have been added to our
PE and science corridors. More will be added soon and we hope when you are next visiting us, you will be
able to stop and have a read too! Thank you to all parents and carers who have donated to our
Fundraising Fridays so far, these events have help pay for these updates.
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Trips, Visits and Clubs
This term has seen our students start to venture out of school again. We’re really hoping that these
extra-curricular student experiences can get back to normal quickly, as it’s such an important part of their
studies and a great way to forge links with our wider community.
Just a few highlights include our sixth formers visiting two of our local synagogues in Leeds, numerous
drama trips, the Science Live Trip and the Cadets and Run Club getting back to what they know!

World Book Day
We went all out and celebrated World Book Day over an entire week! There was cake baking
competitions, book treasure hunts, form group classroom door designs and our staff dressed up as
characters from their favourite books…and the costume stakes were high after not being able to dress up
last year!

End of Term and New Term Information
The last day of this term is Friday 1st April.
All students should return after the Bank Holiday on Tuesday 19th April.

‘Opportunity and achievement for all’

New Building Update
The work on our new school building is progressing well.
Internal work has started and soon the external brickwork will
be complete.
The Morgan Sindall Construction team continue to work with
our engineering students to offer an insight into built
environment careers. They’ve hosted workshops and tours
which complement the engineering curriculum and which we
know our students enjoyed!

Student Parliament
Our Student Parliament has been meeting throughout the year
and has made some fantastic suggestions for changes that will
improve our school. These include our new ‘Help Me’ button
for students to report concerns safely and anonymously online,
which will run alongside our existing paper-based system.
Our cabinet, made up of the lead ministers in each area, has
met with Dr Bell and will meet him again in the summer term.
Our latest parliament meetings have been in year groups, with
students discussing issues and improvements with their year coordinators, as well as members of the leadership team.
We are committed to giving our students a voice within school
and the Student Parliament has done themselves and us proud,
showing great maturity when sharing their ideas.
Most recently, our wonderful cabinet helped to put up our
display in support of those affected by the situation in the
Ukraine.
Finally, on behalf of everyone at Horsforth
School, we hope you all have a great Easter break
and good luck to those students taking their
examinations next term.

Dr P C Bell
Headteacher
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