As our first full term of this academic year draws to a close, I am writing to share some of the lovely things
that have taken place and let you know other important information.

Student Successes
It goes without saying that our students achieve great things both inside and outside of the classroom, but
here are some highlights from our first term:
• Well done to Ben and Seb who competed in the Leeds Schools Cross Country event. Ben finished
2nd in the U13 boys and Seb, 4th in the U15 boys
• We had a great representation at the Leeds Schools Athletics Association Cross Country event
where Daphne finished 15th (Under 13 Girls) and in the Under 13 Boys, Ben (2nd), Luca (10th), Noah
(31st) and George (36th)
• Alice and Belle in Year 7 and Poppy and Emily in Year 8, did incredibly well and were selected to
represent Leeds in netball!
• Our Year 7 boys’ football team progressed to the quarter finals of the Leeds Schools Cup, along
with our Year 9 and Year 11 boys’ teams – amazing to have three year groups get so far!
• Our student voice will be represented by the formation of this year’s School Parliament. Each year
group has representation, our younger students rose to the challenge and our older ones were
supportive as always

Some amazing artwork has been
produced this term including some
fantastic food creations from our Year
7 students.
Then our Year 13 Art and
Photography A Level students
impressed us with their ‘Deconstruct
Reconstruct’ project.
What wonderful work!

‘Opportunity and achievement for all’

Hook
Big congratulations to all the cast of Hook for a wonderful 3
nights of Neverland fun! It always astounds me how many of
our students get involved and how great the production is.
So much time and effort from both our students and staff goes
into making this performance something to celebrate. Special
thanks to Mrs Kendal and Mrs Noble for their dedication as
always – and thank you to all the parents/carers who came to
watch and show your support.

End of Term and New Term Information
The last day of term for all students is Friday 17th December. The day will be a mixture of Christmas
festivities and assemblies, with an early finish at approximately 12:25pm (Y7-11) and 11:30am (Y12-13).
The last day will be extra fun with our festive jumper day for the charity
Zarach, which supports bed poverty in Leeds. Please bring a £1 donation and
students should wear their normal uniform, but the jumper can be a
Christmas one, a winter one, plain wool one, a bright one, a woolly one or a
slogan one, the choice is theirs!
The new school term will start on Tuesday 4th January but face to face
teaching in school will only commence either Wednesday 5th or Thursday 6th
January due to Covid testing – please refer to your email for specific details.
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Bad Weather Procedure and Remote Learning

We’ve already had snowfall and if we get it again I will always attempt to keep the school open. Even if
that means a delayed opening rather than closing the school, to allow staff who live far away to get here
safely.
In the event of having to close the school, you will be notified via text, we will update our website
homepage, and we will post on the Leeds City Council school closure page.
If you do not hear from us then we will be open as normal. Please only phone the school in an emergency.
Remote Learning
If our school has to close due to bad weather, remote learning will be set and where staff are able, there
will be a live element as we did during lockdown.

Our New Building
Work is progressing well for the construction of our
new building behind our main school, which will increase
our capacity from 1,400 to 1,765 students.
Two of our students were recently lucky enough to be
part of the steel signing ceremony to celebrate reaching
the top of the building.
Plus, our Engineering students had a sneak peek of the
site as part of Morgan Sindall Construction’s programme
of activities to inform our students about career
opportunities.
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Superstar Students
At the beginning of December lots of our students who had
obtained an overall average Attitude to Learning score of 5+
with no more than 10 negative behaviour points were treated to
some sweet treats!
During their extended break time, students enjoyed all things
chocolate!
Well done to those students for bringing their personal best to
school, engaging and making the most of their lessons, you know
who you are!

Open Evenings
After a virtual year last year, it was
so nice to welcome lots of Year 6
and Year 11 students back to our
school for our open evenings.
The buzz was back and we were
able to show just how fantastic our
school and sixth form are and we
couldn’t have done it without the
help of our students, so thank you.

If you know anyone thinking of looking to move to a different sixth form, please share our link to our sixth
form virtual open event with them, thank you!
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Anti-Bullying Week
As we do every year, we took part in the National Anti-Bullying Week
to highlight the importance of being kind and looking out for each
other.
The week started off very colourfully with Odd Socks Day, to drive
home the message that we are all different, but that we should respect
diversity.
Thank you to all parents for supporting this day.

School Fundraising
Thank you to everyone who has supported our Fundraising Fridays so
far this year. The £400.00 we raised from our event just before the
October half-term has been put towards artwork to brighten up our
school corridors.
Plus if you wish, you can still support our fundraising efforts by
participating in ‘your school lottery’. Every Saturday there’s a weekly
prize draw for all our school supporters, and everyone is entered into
the national weekly draw with a £25,000 jackpot. Good luck!

Finally on behalf of everyone at Horsforth School, I would like to thank you for your continued support
this term, we really do appreciate it. Our best wishes to you and your family for a wonderful Christmas
and New Year.

Dr P C Bell
Headteacher
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