
Q. What should I be 
reading? 

A. Whatever 
inspires you! 

Reading just because 
you love it is the way 
forward. Don’t just 

think of it as a pleasant 
memory. Get inspired 

with us!  

This month’s top 
pick for KS4: 

What’s going on? 
Fifteen-year-old Sam isn't special. 
He's not a famous vlogger, he's never 
gone viral, and he doesn't want to be 
the Next Big Thing. What he likes 
most is chatting to his friends and 
having a bit of a kick about. 
 
None of which was a problem until Dad 
got rich and Mum made the whole 
family move to London. Now Sam is 
being made to go to the North London 
Academy for the Gifted and Talented, 
where every student is too busy 
planning Hollywood domination or 
starting alt-metal psychedelica 
crossover bands or making clothes out 
of bathmats to give someone as normal 
as him the time of day. Can Sam 
navigate his way through the weirdness 
and find a way to be himself? 

Available in 
our school 
library 
now! 



Q. What should I be 
reading? 

Read whatever 
inspires you! 

Reading just because 
you love it is the way 
forward. Don’t just 

think of it as a pleasant 
memory. Get inspired 

with us!  

This month’s top 
pick for KS4: 

“What’s going on?” 

Four friends meet up at their 
old school to open the memory 
box they stowed there years 
ago - with five letters inside 
for four of them, because 
their friend Millie has died. 
When they open the box they 
find a new letter from Millie 
and discover that she has left 
them special instructions: 
permission to open her letter 
only if they all read aloud the 
letters they wrote to their 
older selves, revealing their 
deepest secrets. 
  

Available in 
our school 
library now! 



Q. What should I be 
reading? 

A. Whatever 
inspires you! 

Reading just because 
you love it is the way 
forward. Don’t just 

think of it as a pleasant 
memory. Get inspired 

with us!  

This month’s top 
pick for KS4: 

“An oldie, but a goodie” - What’s going 
on? –Destiny is important, see, but people 
go wrong when they think it controls 
them. It's the other way around.' 
 
Three witches - Granny 
Weatherwax, Nanny Ogg and Magrat 
Garlick - have gathered on a lonely heath. 
A king has been cruelly murdered, his 
throne usurped by his ambitious cousin. 
An infant heir and the crown of the 
kingdom, both missing . . . 
 
Witches don't have these kind of dynastic 
problems themselves – in fact, they don’t 
have leaders. 
 
Granny Weatherwax was the most highly-
regarded of the leaders the witches don't 
have. But even she found that meddling in 
royal politics was a lot more complicated 
than certain playwrights would have you 
believe . . . 

Available in 
our school 
library now! 



Q. What should I be 
reading? 

A. Whatever 
inspires you! 

Reading just because you 
love it is the way 

forward. Don’t just think 
of it as a pleasant 

memory. Get inspired 
with us!  

This month’s top 
pick for KS4: 

What’s going on? 
Once upon a time, there was a 
boy who lost his mother . . .' As 
twelve-year-old David takes 
refuge from his grief in the 
myths and fairytales so beloved 
of his dead mother, he finds 
the real world and the fantasy 
world begin to blend. That is 
when bad things start to 
happen. That is when the 
Crooked Man comes. And David 
is violently propelled into a land 
populated by heroes, wolves and 
monsters in his quest to find 
the legendary Book of Lost 
Things. 
 

Available to 
borrow now 
from the 
library! 



Q. What should I be 
reading? 

A. Whatever 
inspires you! 

Reading just because you 
love it is the way 

forward. Don’t just think 
of it as a pleasant 

memory. Get inspired 
with us!  

This month’s top 
pick for KS4: 

“What’s going on?” 
Harry and Charlie are teenagers whose 
lives are shaped by a society that's 
shifting around them. He is a lonely 
Brit in his first term at a Las Vegas 
high school. She is an unlikely friend, 
who gets accused of mixing a batch of 
explosives that blew up a football 
player. 
 
The two of them are drawn together at 
a time when gene editing technology is 
starting to explode. With a lab in the 
garage anyone can beat cancer, 
enhance their brain to pass exams, or 
tweak a few genes for that year-round 
tan and perfect beach body. But in the 
wrong hands, cheap gene editing is the 
most deadly weapon in history. Killer T 
is a synthetic virus with a ninety per-
cent mortality rate, and the terrorists 
who created it want a billion dollars 
before they'll release a vaccine. 
 

Available to 
borrow now 
from the 
library! 



Q. What should I be 
reading this Valentines? 

A. Whatever 
inspires you! 

Reading just because you 
love it is the way 

forward. Don’t just think 
of it as a pleasant 

memory. Get inspired 
with us!  

This month’s top 
pick for KS4: 

“What’s going on?” 
I just wanted to see you. Before the 
end. Cat is in love. Always the sensible 
one, she can't believe that she's actually 
dating, not to mention dating a star. But 
the fandom can't know. They would eat 
her alive. And first at the buffet would 
definitely be her best friend, Evie. 
Amy uses HeartString, a social media app 
that allows others to feel your emotions. 
She broadcasted every moment of her 
mother's degenerative illness, and her 
grief following her death. It's the 
realest, rawest reality TV imaginable. 
But on the day of Amy's mother's funeral, 
Amy finds a strange woman in her kitchen. 
She's rigged herself and the house with 
explosives - and she's been waiting to talk 
to Amy for a long time. Who is she? A 
crazed fan? What does she want? 
Amy and Cat are about to discover how 
far true obsession can go. 
 

Available in 
our school 
library now! 



Q. What should I be 
reading this WBD? 

A. Whatever 
inspires you! 

Reading just because 
you love it is the way 
forward. Don’t just 

think of it as a pleasant 
memory. Get inspired 

with us!  

This month’s top 
pick for KS4: 

What’s going on? 
Every action, every deed, every 
significant moment is tattooed 
on your skin for ever.  
 
When Leora's father dies, she 
is determined to see her father 
remembered forever. She knows 
he deserves to have all his 
tattoos removed and made into a 
Skin Book to stand as a record 
of his good life. But when she 
discovers that his ink has been 
edited and his book is 
incomplete, she wonders whether 
she ever knew him at all. 
 
Will this book get under your 
skin too? 

Available in 
our school 
library now! 



Q. What should I be 
reading? 

A. Whatever 
inspires you! 

Reading just because 
you love it is the way 
forward. Don’t just 

think of it as a pleasant 
memory. Get inspired 

with us!  

This month’s top 
pick for KS4: 

What’s going on? 
Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two 
worlds: the poor neighbourhood where she 
was born and raised and her posh high 
school in the suburbs. The uneasy balance 
between them is shattered when Starr is 
the only witness to the fatal shooting of 
her unarmed best friend, Khalil, by a 
police officer. Now what Starr says could 
destroy her community. It could also get 
her killed. 
Inspired by the Black Lives Matter 
movement, this is a powerful and gripping 
YA novel about one girl's struggle for 
justice. 
 
Now a major motion picture. 
Winner of the Children's Book of the Year 
2018 at the British Book Awards 
A Teen Vogue Best YA Book of the Year 
"Stunning."—John Green 
“A masterpiece.”—The Huffington Post 
“An essential read for everyone.”—Teen 
Vogue 
“Outstanding.” —The Guardian 
 
 

This is at 
the top of 
my ‘to read’ 
pile! 



Q. What should I be 
reading? 

A. Whatever 
inspires you! 

Reading just because 
you love it is the way 
forward. Don’t just 

think of it as a pleasant 
memory. Get inspired 

with us!  

This month’s top 
pick for KS4: 

What’s going on?  
 

‘An unforgettable story of life, loss and 
making each day count.’ 
On September 5th, a little after 
midnight, Death-Cast calls Mateo 
Torrez and Rufus Emeterio to give them 
some bad news: they're going to die 
today. Mateo and Rufus are total 
strangers, but, for different reasons, 
they're both looking to make a new friend 
on their End Day. The good news: there's 
an app for that. It's called the Last 
Friend, and through it, Rufus and Mateo 
are about to meet up for one last great 
adventure - to live a lifetime in a single 
day.  
 
Another beautiful, heartbreaking and life-
affirming book from the brilliant Adam 
Silvera, author of History Is All You 
Left Me (a Zoella Book Club 2017 novel) 

Read beyond 
the title-
find out how 
it happens! 



Q. What should I be 
reading? 

A. Whatever 
inspires you! 

Reading just because you 
love it is the way 

forward. Don’t just think 
of it as a pleasant 

memory. Get inspired 
with us!  

This month’s top 
pick for KS4: 

“What’s going on?” 
Xing Li is what some Chinese people call a 
banana - yellow on the outside and white on 
the inside. Although born and raised in 
London, she never feels like she fits in. 
When her mother dies, she moves with her 
older brother to live with venomous 
Grandma, strange Uncle Ho and Hollywood 
actress Auntie Mei. Her only friend is Jay - 
a mixed raced Jamaican boy with a passion 
for classical music. Then Xing Li's life 
takes an even harsher turn: the school 
bullying escalates and her uncle requests 
she assist him in an unthinkable favour. Her 
happy childhood becomes a distant memory 
as her new life is infiltrated with the harsh 
reality of being an ethnic minority. 
Consumed by secrets, violence and 
confusing family relations, Xing Li tries to 
find hope wherever she can. In order to 
find her own identity, she must first 
discover what it means to be both Chinese 
and British. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Discover this 
fantastic 

young adult 
novel 



Q. What should I be 
reading? 

A. Whatever 
inspires you! 

Reading just because 
you love it is the way 
forward. Don’t just 

think of it as a pleasant 
memory. Get inspired 

with us!  

This month’s top 
pick for KS4: 

What’s going on? 
The Jazz Age is in full swing, but it's passing 
Casiopea Tun by. She's too busy scrubbing 
floors in her wealthy grandfather's house to 
do anything more than dream of a life far 
from her dusty, small town in southern 
Mexico. A life she could call her own. 
This dream is impossible, distant as the 
stars - until the day Casiopea opens a curious 
chest in her grandfather's room and 
accidentally frees an ancient Mayan god of 
death. He offers her a deal: if Casiopea 
helps him recover his throne from his 
treacherous brother, he will grant her 
whatever she desires. Success will make her 
every dream come true, but failure will see 
her lost, for ever. 
In the company of the strangely alluring god 
and armed only with her wits, Casiopea 
begins an adventure that will take her on a 
cross-country odyssey, from the jungles of 
Yucatán to the bright lights of Mexico City 
and deep into the darkness of Xibalba, the 
Mayan underworld. 
 

My first  
fabulous ‘escape’ 
from lockdown 
for us all right 
now! Magical!  



Q. What should I be 
reading? 

A. Whatever 
inspires you! 

Reading just because 
you love it is the way 
forward. Don’t just 

think of it as a pleasant 
memory. Get inspired 

with us!  

This month’s top 
pick for KS4: 

What’s going on? 
The gods of the Myriad were as real 
as the coastlines and currents, and as 
merciless as the winds and whirlpools. 
Now the gods are dead, but their 
remains are stirring beneath the 
waves . . . 
On the streets of the Island of 
Lady's Crave live 14-year-old urchins 
Hark and his best friend Jelt. They 
are scavengers: diving for relics of 
the gods, desperate for anything 
they can sell. But there is something 
dangerous in the deep waters of the 
undersea, calling to someone brave 
enough to retrieve it. 
When the waves try to claim Jelt, 
Hark will do anything to save him. 
Even if it means compromising not 
just who Jelt is, but what he is . . . 

My second 
fabulous 
‘escape’ from 
lockdown for us 
all right now! 
Magical!  


