
Welcome to 
Horsforth School: 

Year 11 Success 
Evening

Thursday 10th September



Year 11 Information Evening: 
Success in GCSEs

Outcomes:

ÅCelebrate the current achievements

ÅOutline the Key Dates for Year 11

ÅMeet the Year 11 Staff

ÅPractical advice for the coming months and 
core subject specific advice



Year 7 & 8

Settling In, 
Making New 
Friends, New 

Subjects  
Foundations of 

Knowledge good 
study skills, 

Year 9 GCSE 
Transition Year

ôTasterõ Subjects

Year 10 & 11

GCSE Courses
GCSE Success

Extra Curricular:  Sport, Drama, Trips, Visits, Clubs



Year 10 
Achievements



Attendance



Attendance & Data 



Progress and Attainment



Behaviour

Year 10 Behaviour was excellent from most students:

Å118 students had fewer than 10 negatives

Å189 students averaging less than 1 negative per week 

across the year

Å178 students over 1000 positives



Work Experience



Work Experience



¢ƘŜ wƻŀŘ !ƘŜŀŘΧ



The Year 11 Team

Mrs Comiskey 
(Deputy 

Headteacher)

Mr Bennett 
(Year Co 

Ordinator)

Mrs Byford 
(PBO)

4 x English 
Forms

3 x Maths 
Forms

1 x 
Coursework 

Form

2 x History 
Form

Mrs Gibson 
(Careers)

Mrs Warne 
SENDCO

Mr Wilson 
(Assistant 

Headteacher)



Key Dates in 
Year 11



Timeline of key dates

ÅWC 5th Oct ς MFL Speaking mocks 1

ÅWC 19th Oct ς Mocks 1 exam week

Å12th Nov ς Post 16 Opening Evening 1

Å20th Nov ς Mocks 1 results 

Å26th Nov ς Parents evening

Å21st Jan ς Post 16 Opening Evening 2

ÅWC Feb 8th ς Mocks 2 exam week

ÅWC April 26th ς GCSE MFL speaking exams begin

ÅWC 3rd May  - GCSE exams begin

ÅJune 17th ς Leavers Assembly

ÅJune 18th ς Year 11 Prom

ÅAug 19th ς Results Day



Be Selfish!

ÅWhat do you need this year?
ÅPrioritise you
ÅLook after you
ÅLOCKERS!



GCSE RESULTS 2026



25% of 

ALL 

GCSEs 

were an 8 

or a 9!

41% of 

ALL 

GCSEs 

were a 7, 

8 or a 9!

88% of 

ALL 

GCSEs 

were a 4 

or better!

78% of 

ALL 

GCSEs 

were a 5 

or better!

25% 
41% 

78% 88% 



A Recipe for 
Success



Attitude To Learning



Attendance Matters



Early revision is essential



Keeping Parents Informed



Homework on the Classcharts App



Post 16

ÅSeptember 2027

ÅWhat?

ÅWhere?

ÅHow?

ÅWhen?

ÅWho?



Careers : Post 16 applications

Sixth Form, College and Apprenticeship search tool







Careers notice boardCareers toolkit

Research 
career 

pathways

CV/
personal 

statement
Builder

Reflect on 
own 

skillset

1:1 
meetings

Careers 
Events

School 
trips

Open 
Evening 
sign ups

Links to 
extra 

curricular

Important 
deadlines

Interactions log

Sixth Form Open Evening 

Thursday 12th November



Subject 
Specific Advice



AQA English Language and AQA English Literature GCSE

English Language Paper 1- Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing :
1hr 45 mins ð4 reading questions on a fictional text and a written task of a description or 
story.24th May 2027
English Language Paper 2- Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives :
1hr 45 minutes ð4 reading questions on 2 non fiction texts and a non fiction written task 
where you give a viewpoint.8th June 2027 

English Literature Paper 1- 
1hr 45 minutes- Two sections: Romeo and Juliet and A Christmas Carol- extract based 
question. Answer on extract then the rest of the text.12th May 2027
English Literature Paper 2:
2hrs 15 minutes- Three sections:An Inspector Calls;Poetry Anthology (Power and Conflict 
poems) and unseen poetry.19th May 2027

Yellow= October mocks



Whatõs happening in English Language and Literature 
lessons at the moment?
English Literature

-Year 11 are currently 
working on the Power and 
Conflict poetry anthology. 

- There are 15 poems to 
cover in lessons.

-They will also look at some 
additional poetry to practice 
for the 'unseen poetry' 
element of the exam. 

- There will be a ôWalking 
Talking Mockõ for literature 
which will take place in 
students' normal classroom.

English Language

-Year 11 are currently working 
on paper 1 skills.

-They are reading texts and 
practising the skills needed to 
secure as many marks as 
possible in the exam.

-They will also practise the 
writing section of the exam by 
writing stories and 
descriptions.

- There will also be aôWalking 
Talking Mockõforl  language 
which will take place in the 
hall.



What does Literature paper 1 look like?

Romeo and Juliet and A 
Christmas Carol are 
extract based questions - 
students start with the 
extract, then broaden 
their response out to the 
rest of the text. 

They are not allowed 
copies of the texts in 
the exam.

The first question on 
both papers has 4 marks 
for spelling, punctuation 
and grammar.



What does Literature paper 2 look like?

Inspector Calls - One 
question from a 
choice of two.
Power and Conflict - 
students are given one 
poem and a question. 
They write about that 
poem and link it with 
another from the 15 
they have studied. 
We suggest knowing 5 
in detail and have 
some knowledge of 
the others just in 
case.
Unseen Poetry



How should my child revise for 
English Literature?

ÅRe reading texts - you need to know the texts! Watch the 
films too
ÅLearning key quotes

ÅFlashcards
ÅMind maps on characters / themes / poems
ÅEssay plans

ÅExtra reading / research and notes 
ÅUsing the revision guides  provided
ÅActively reading model essays (highlight and magpie!)

ÅSelectively using online videos- Mr Bruff tutorials
Å/ Seneca/ Massolit



What does Language paper 1 look like?



How should my child revise for 
English Language?

ÅReading at home- books, newspapers, magazines, online news

ÅUsing the revision guides purchased 

ÅAccessing online newspapers and reading an article a day

ÅCompleting all homework set

ÅAnswering reading questions in the style of the exam

ÅPlanning Q5 responses; Writing Q5 responses

ÅSelectively using online videos- Mr Bruff tutorials

ÅReading full marks responses for Q5 - look in revision guides, online and 
ones given in class

ÅGo through old exercise books from year 10 and look at mocks and your 
purple pen work.



Year 11 Literature homework booklet and Year 11 
Language homework booklet 

Students have been issued with two 
homework booklets - one for literature and 
one for language. The booklets will last till 

Christmas. Homework will usually be set 
once a week.

Tasks have been specifically designed to 
help practise skills for the mocks.

We are expecting students to really up 
their game and aim for 5 paragraph 

responses- full length responses like they 
will complete in the exams.

After Christmas the Language homework 
booklet will contain full past papers for 

students to complete.



English Literature revision

What?
ÅLiterature revision will be starting next Monday (September 14th) 3 -4. 

The focus of the sessions this half term will be Power and Conflict Poetry 
and unseen poetry to prepare you for your Literature Paper 2 mock 
before half term.

Where?
Å In E10 (aspirational grades 7 -9)  E9 (aiming for a grade 5 -6) and E8 

(want a slower pace and some greater support). The focus of the sessions 
this half term will be Power and Conflict Poetry and unseen poetry to 
prepare you for your Literature Paper 2 mock before half term.

Who?
ÅIt is open to all of you . (And if it looks busy, we open another classroom) 

Make it a weekly habit!
Why?

ÅIt massively improves your final grade. Fact supported by looking at 
previous studentsõ results. There will be 20 sessions in total. Thatõs like 
nearly 2 extra months of teachingéé For free.



GCSE Mathematics

Year 11



Our Exam Board



The Examination



Equipment

üAll students should have a pair of 

compasses, a protractor and a scientific 

calculator 

üAlthough not necessary, graphical 

calculators can be used and may offer a 

slight advantage to Higher Tier students if 

they know how to use them

üAn opportunity to purchase graphical 

calculators will be available later in the 

school year.  They are required to study A-

Level Mathematics



How to Revise for Mathematics Effectively

üStudents should avoid making notes 

and posters and instead focus on 

practising questions

üThey should choose their revision 

topics carefully, prioritising topics 

they find most challenging first



Using Assessment Feedback Effectively
These are the topics 

of the questions from 

the mock assessment.

Students should 

focus initially on the 

ôredõ and ôamberõ 

topics. Students 

should then retry the 

questions from the 

mock assessment to 

check if they have 

improved.



Using the Online Revision Checklist

Every topic in the 

Curriculum broken 

down by strand

A one-click video link 

for examples and 

help

A one-click link to 

exam-style questions 

with worked 

solutions

An interactive 

tracker to self-assess 

understanding



Useful Websites:



On the Y11 Maths Google Classroom



Homework in Y11



Year 11 - CGP Maths Revision Guides

£3.35 per book
RRP: £6.85

Å Letter with information about 

how to buy via Parent Pay this 

term

Å Online resources also included



School Support

üMaths after-school drop-in and small-

group sessions for Y11

 

üSmall group interventions in lessons 

with Mrs Barker



GCSE Mathematics

Thank you

Please speak to me if you have any 
questions



GCSE Science



Combined Science: Trilogy

Biology

Paper 1
1hr 15min
70 marks

Paper 2
1hr 15min
70 marks

Chemistry

Paper 1
1hr 15 min
70 marks

Paper 2
1hr 15min
70 marks

Physics

Paper 1
1hr 15min
70 marks

Paper 2
1hr 15min
70 marks

2 GCSEs

17 possible 
grade 

combinations

1-1 up to 9-9



Biology, Chemistry and Physics ("Triple Science")

Biology

Paper 1
1hr 45min
100 marks

Paper 2
1hr 45min
100 marks

Chemistry

Paper 1
1hr 45 min
100 marks

Paper2 
1hr 45min 
100 marks

Physics

Paper 1
1hr 45min
100 marks

Paper 2
1hr 45min
100 marks

1 GCSE

9 possible grades 
1-9

1 GCSE

9 possible grades 
1-9

1 GCSE

9 possible grades 
1-9



Biology content

Topics
Cell biology
Organisation
Infection and response
Bioenergetics
Homeostasis and response
Inheritance, variation and evolution
Ecology

Required practicals

Microscopy

Microbiology*

Osmosis

Food tests

Enzymes

Photosynthesis

Reaction time

Plant responses*

Field investigations

Decay*

*GCSE Biology only



Chemistry content

Topics
Atomic structure and the periodic table
Bonding, structure, and the properties 
of matter
Quantitative chemistry
Chemical changes
Energy changes
The rate and extent of chemical change
Organic chemistry
Chemical analysis
Chemistry of the atmosphere
Using resources

Required practicals
Making salts
Neutralisation*
Electrolysis
Temperature changes
Rates of reaction
Chromatography
Identifying ions*
Water purification

*GCSE Chemistry only



Physics content

Topics
Energy
Electricity
Particle model of matter
Atomic structure
Forces
Waves
Magnetism and electromagnetism
Space*

Required practicals
Specific heat capacity
Thermal insulation*
Resistance
I-V characteristics
Density
Force and extension
Acceleration
Waves
Light*
Radiation and absorption

*GCSE Physics only



Just go to the Tassomai app 
(or webpage) and use the 
email you provided the 
school. Password can be 
reset using the reset link.

Tassomai



Å I could list a million things here, 
but I'm going to put the main 
focus on our "therapy sheets"

Å Reduced-price revision guides to 

be offered before half term

Å I can't stress enough how useful 

both students and parents have 

found the therapy sheets!

Å Reflection logs in the back of 

exercise books

Other resources

LINK TO A DEMO

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1kyufppBfXamh87hVr1PuIHhTsjF3CxfB3dQgRQtRvuQ/edit?usp=drive_link


Å Revision you donõt like doing is 

probably the best thing for you!

We promise this works...






