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Reading for Pleasure @
Horsforth School: Half-Term One

School Stories

Our Dazzling DEAR Books! Horsforth School is once again taking part in the DEAR (Drop Everything And Read) book scheme this
year. Thanks to this fantastic initiative, every student in Years 7, 8, and 9 will be loaned a book each term, something unique to
our school. It is a brilliant way to spark a love of reading and to support those all-important reading habits at home.
Our books are:

e  Year 7: October, October by Katya Balen, Tyger by SF Said, The Astonishing Future of Alex Nobody by Kate Gilby

Smith

e  Year 8: The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins, A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness, Welcome to Nowhere by Elizabeth
Laird

e Year 9: My Name is Leon by Kit de Waal, Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman, In the Sea There Are Crocodiles by
Fabio Geda

We have some exciting opportunities in the English department coming up; October is Black History Month when will celebrate
writers of colour in our English lessons. National Poetry Day will be Thursday 1°" October this year, a day when we celebrate
poets, reading poetry and writing poetry. We are hosting a poetry competition to search for Horsforth School's poet Laurate, last
year's winners were Mya Kadir (current Year 12) and Mia Thompson (current Year 10), the theme of this year's poetry day is:
Wonder. Keep your eyes peeled for more information about the poetry competition on posters around school and lessons with your
English teacher!

Staff Shelfie: Mrs Wilson

My must-read book sitting on my bookshelf is 1984 by George Orwell. Set in a dystopian
future, it portrays a society controlled through constant surveillance and strict government
control. It is a work of genius that, despite being fictional, feels uncomfortably close to
reality, making it even more powerful and terrifying. I would have loved to read it when it
was first published, to experience just how unbelievable Orwell's vision of the future must
have seemed at the time!

Student Competition: Remembrance Day 2026

Each half term, we will be promoting a creative competition for all students to enter! Over 30 students submitted
entries for our 'Sense of Belonging' competition and the winners were Mayamiko Masuli and Fatima Khan who each
received a £20 Amazon voucher: Culture Day Writing Competition 2026

The challenge for this edition of the Reading Newsletter is focused on Remembrance Day events in November.
Students are challenged to produce a piece of creative writing with the title 'Remember’. This might be a story,
poem, speech, song, or any original piece of writing! Entries can be submitted via email to Mr Wilson or to English
teachers by Friday 23" October.

HORSFORTH SCHOOL

Opportunity and achievement foroll &, &
ATy e

SZ ~ Horsforth Loves Reading




< READING &~ {.E:t;

{\or Pl eag(l,ure

a—

Key Stage 3

LUCY
STEEDS

Assicst

4=

HORSFORTH SCHOOL

crunity and ecwevemen foratt D, &
waraiilat

Horsforth School Reading
for Pleasure

Recommended Reads

There's nothing special about Jamaal Target. He's your average twelve-year-old boy who
lives with his foster mum and likes to game with his best friend Myla. Until one day,
everything changes...

When Myla is kidnapped in front of his eyes, Jamaal is pulled into a web of secrets and lies
and the shadowy organisation known as PHANTOM. There he learns that he has inherited
super strength, speed and heightened senses from the parents he never knew.

Forced to quickly put his new skills to the test, Jamaal finds himself on high-stakes missions
across London, alongside teen PHANTOM Agent Lori Johnson. But does he have what it
takes to save his best friend and put the bad guys away?
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An occult device leaving threatening messages. A dinner party featuring a fatal main course. Was it a
tragic accident, or is something foul at play? The Society of Free Spirits invites you to investigate, in
this YA crime series with a supernatural twist.

Ada Hawthorne would much rather be hunting for ghosts than for a husband. So when the Society of
Free Spirits is invited to host a séance investigating the Spirit Hand - an occult device haunting its
owner with threatening messages - Ada can't wait to show off her spiritualist talents to London's elite.

But then a guest is fatally stabbed with a hatpin during the séance, and Ada ends up with more on her
plate than a fancy dinner!

The society's reputation is hanging on by a thread, and Ada can't afford her family name being dragged
through another scandalous gossip column. But when visions of the ghost appear and demand that the
murder be solved, Ada and her friends have no choice but to engage in some less-than-ladylike
behaviour to uncover the mystery. They'll soon learn that in high society, everyone's watching -
including the ghosts.

Provence, 1920: Ettie moves through the remote farmhouse, silently creating the conditions
that make her uncle's artistic genius possible.

Joseph, an aspiring journalist, has been invited to the house. He believes he'll make his name
by interviewing the reclusive painter, the great Edouard Tartuffe.

But everyone has their secrets. And, under the cover of darkness, Ettie has spent years
cultivating hers.

Over this sweltering summer, everyone's true colours will be revealed. Because Ettie is
ready to be seen.
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