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Dear Parent/Carer,

It's been a really positive return to school and it's lovely to see so many of our new Year 7 students finding
their way around independently and really showing initiative. Whilst we have only been back for 7 school
days there have been 78,209 positives recorded on ClassCharts which is amazing! Please thank your sons
and daughters for their brilliant efforts.

Thank you to everyone who came to the Year || information Evening last night and we look forward to
seeing you at the Year 7 and |12 evenings next week.

As always, the link to the podcast version is here:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/ [ fWRunHgmMUsAms2pm4Sa7 pTeojhVWE||/view?usp=sharing

Mental Health and Wellbeing Team
We are pleased to announce that last week the MindMate Support Team came in to train 24 members of
staff who now form part of our Mental Health and Wellbeing Team.

This year we will be focusing on embedding a new mental health process in school, working with services
to really help support our student’s mental health.
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Camps International Trip to Borneo

Over the summer break, a lucky group of students travelled to Borneo with Camps International for an
unforgettable adventure. Immersed in a completely different culture and environment, they embraced new
challenges, made a real difference and created memories that will last a lifetime. It was truly a life-changing
experience!
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Japan Exchange 2026

The Horsforth School science department has a close relationship with Ritsumeikan High School, an
independent school situated just outside of Kyoto, Japan. Each year we send some of our Year |12 students
to the Japan Super Science Fair - hosted by Ritsumeikan High School - where they get to meet students
from all across the world and share an interest in science and discovery. It is definitely one of the biggest
highlights of the school calendar!

As part of this arrangement, every two years we arrange an exchange program where families from
Horsforth School host Japanese students, and we provide opportunities for both sets of students to
experience British culture. Last time it involved trips to local landmarks, attempts at cooking (and eating!)
British cuisine, and generally giving them the classic Yorkshire warm welcome! This year it is likely that we
will be receiving students between the dates of Sunday 7th March and Sunday 14th March (one
week).

Ideally, we would like to have volunteering families from Years |1 and 12 to match the age of the visiting
students. If you would like to be involved in this fantastic opportunity, please email Mr Weedy (Curriculum
Leader of Science) at weedynO | @horsforthschool.org indicating your interest by Thursday 1** October
so we can begin planning.
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This is a unique chance for students to create links with others from the opposite side of the world, and it
looks great on college and university applications; we very much look forward to hearing from you, should
you like to be involved in this fantastic opportunity.

Our Dazzling DEAR Books!

We're delighted to announce that Horsforth School is once again taking part in the DEAR (Drop
Everything And Read) book scheme this year. Thanks to this fantastic initiative, every student in Years 7, 8,
and 9 will be loaned a book each term, something unique to our school. It is a brilliant way to spark a love
of reading and to support those all-important reading habits at home.

We’re also excited to share our reads for this year:

e Year 7: October, October by Katya Balen, Tyger by SF Said, and The Astonishing Future of Alex Nobody
by Kate Gilby Smith

e Year 8: The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins, A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness, and Welcome to
Nowhere by Elizabeth Laird

e Year 9: My Name is Leon by Kit de Waal, Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman, and In the Sea
There Are Crocodiles by Fabio Geda

To help students get the most out of the scheme, we encourage families to:

Read together where possible (reading aloud is a great option!)
Support your child in completing their reading log each week
Reach out to your child’s English teacher with any questions or concerns

Finally, if you have any DEAR books from previous years tucked away at home, please return them to
school as soon as possible so that we can continue to run this scheme successfully for all students.

Year 7 Information Evening: Thursday, | 7th September (18:00 - 19:00)

We warmly invite all Year 7 parents and carers to join us in the Main Hall for our Information Evening on
Thursday, 17th September, from 18:00 to 19:00. This session will provide key updates on how our new
cohort has settled in, along with practical guidance on routines and supporting your child as we move
further into the term.

Come and Work at our School

Take a look at our Vacancies webpage to view the current roles we are recruiting. We are currently
looking for a SEND Learning Support Assistant, a Sixth Form Pastoral Support Officer and a
General Kitchen Assistant. You can always call the school for a chat about any of the jobs on offer on

0113 2265454. Please share with anyone you think might like to join our team.

Sixth Form at Horsforth News
Register Your Interest - Sixth Form Open Evening

If your child has just started Year | |, it’s not too early to start thinking about their next steps after GCSEs.
Our first sixth form open evening will take place on 12* November. Register your interest here and

we'll let you know as soon as tickets are available to book.
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Happy Rosh Hashanah to our families celebrating over the weekend!

Thank you, as always, for your support.

Yours faithfully

Dr P Bell
Headteacher

! 1 School Dinner Menu for the Week Ahead
Please click on the link below to view the food on offer for the coming week.
Click here to view the Week 3 menu.

l. Please note menus may be subject to change due to product availability.

2. Please note some of the products we serve may contain peanuts, tree nuts, soy, milk, eggs and wheat.
While we take steps to minimise the risk of cross-contamination, we cannot guarantee that any of our products are
safe to consume for people with peanut, tree nut, soy, milk, egg or wheat allergies.

3. Please note we will make every reasonable effort to ensure that the information provided is accurate;
however, due to the very nature of food production there can be variations in each meal. As a school we are not
able to provide 100% accurate information on the food we serve.

Free School Meals
Your child may be eligible for free school meals. It’s quick and easy to apply. To find out more, please visit
https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-for-free-school-meals
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