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Dear Parent/Carer,

| would like to take this opportunity to say a warm welcome back to our students and a huge well done to
our past Year || and |3 students! With the highest attainment in Leeds at GCSE and what looks like
record progress at A Level it’s only fitting to congratulate them on their hard work and success. Well done
all.

Thanks to all former students and parents who came to the Senior Prize evening last night, it was great to
acknowledge the amazing achievements of our last year's Year |3.

As always, the link to the podcast version is here:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/ | Lu-fDUokXZSOOowdUzOUGTI2 bs9Q8kQ/viewlusp=sharing

Supporting Featherbank School
Due to unavoidable circumstances linked to their roof, Featherbank School in Horsforth is having to
relocate to alternative premises for the first half term.

To support the students, parents and community we are accommodating two classes (Year 5 and 6) on
our site until this issue is resolved (which we expect to be October half term at the earliest).

This will have no major impact on our current students and the Primary students should not be mixing
(different start and end times) with current students. Please note that even if they have siblings in these
Year groups, they should not come to see them at any point for safeguarding purposes, we will be treating
them as a separate school onsite.

Year 7 Information Evening: Thursday, | 7th September (18:00 — 19:00)
We warmly invite all Year 7 parents and carers to join us in the Main Hall for our Information Evening on

Thursday, 17th September, from 18:00 to 19:00.

This session will provide key updates on how our new cohort has settled in, along with practical guidance
on routines and supporting your child as we move further into the term.

It has been an absolute joy watching our new Year 7s bring so much enthusiasm and energy to Horsforth
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School over the last two days—we are already so proud of how quickly they are finding their feet! We
truly value working in partnership with our families and look forward to welcoming you for a warm,
inspiring evening as we celebrate this wonderful next step in their journey.

Changes to Late to School Procedures

Following our recent updates regarding our "Late to Lesson" procedures, we are also introducing an
updated policy for students who arrive late to school in the morning, effective from September 2026.
Ensuring a prompt start to the day is vital for your child’s academic progress and morning routine, and we
appreciate your continued partnership in promoting excellent punctuality. These new procedures have
been designed to address persistent morning lateness quickly and consistently:

o Three-Late Threshold: If a student is late to school three or more times within a single half-
term, they will be issued an immediate break-time detention. To ensure they are fully aware, their
student planner will be stamped with a "Break Late Detention" stamp.

e Direct Parent Notification: On any morning your child is issued a break-time detention, you
will receive a text notification by 10:40 AM. This text will confirm the detention and remind you
that further details can be viewed directly on Class Charts Escalation for Non-Attendance:
Attendance at break-time detentions is compulsory.

e |If a student fails to attend their scheduled break-time detention, this will automatically escalate
to a full after-school detention on that same evening (or the earliest available date). This
notice will also be published on Class Charts.

We want to work closely with you to support your child in building strong habits for their future. Please
discuss these upcoming changes with your child so they understand the importance of arriving at school on
time every day.

Thank you for your ongoing support in helping us maintain high standards of punctuality across the school
community.

Updates to Late to Lesson Procedures (2026-2027)

Please be aware of the updated late-to-lesson procedures for the upcoming 2026-27 academic year. These
changes have been presented to all year groups in assemblies this week, with further detailed information
shared within form groups. Under the new policy, a student is officially marked late if they arrive more
than 3 minutes after the start of the lesson, with staff tracking time via synchronised laptops rather than
wall clocks.

e Arrival between 3 and 6 minutes late: The student will be marked late on the register and will
receive a "late to lesson" negative point on Class Charts. Accumulating 5 of these points over a

fixed two-week period will automatically trigger a full after-school detention.

o Arrival after 6 minutes late: The arrival will be recorded as a more serious lateness on Class Charts
and handled under our truancy procedures.
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e Absence beyond 9 minutes: If a student has not arrived within 9 minutes, they will be marked
absent on the register, and the school will immediately initiate our urgent missing student
procedures to ensure their safety.

Thank you for your continued support in ensuring our students arrive to their lessons punctually and ready
to learn.

School Photographs Year 7 and Year 10

Tempest Photographers will be in school next Friday, |2th September to take individual photos of all our
Year 7 and Year 10 students. Order details will be emailed directly to parents shortly after the photos are
taken.

Allergy Awareness at School: How Everyone Can Help

We're taking steps this term to strengthen our allergy-awareness across the school. Food allergies are
becoming more common, and while only a small number of students are directly affected, the way we all
behave can make a big difference to keeping everyone safe.

What the school is doing

Our catering team now provides clear allergen information on all food served in school. When we run
events or activities involving food, we’ll let families know in advance so students with allergies can plan
safely. Staff are also trained to recognise allergic reactions and know what to do in an emergency.

What we ask from students and families
Most of the risk around allergies comes from food being shared or mixed up. To help reduce this:

e Please tell your child not to share food from their packed lunch with friends.
e Keep lunchboxes and water bottles clearly labelled so they don’t get mixed up.

These small habits help create a safer environment for everyone, without needing to declare the school
“nut-free” — something no school can guarantee.

Why this matters

For students with allergies, even a tiny amount of the wrong food can cause a serious reaction. Being
allergy-aware isn’t about rules for the sake of rules; it’s about looking out for one another and making sure
everyone feels safe and included.

If you have any questions about allergies or need to update the school about a medical condition, please
contact the office.

Branded Uniform and General Uniform Queries

We understand that these are challenging times for many families financially and we have been asked by
several parents about the number of items that are branded this year as a result of new government
legislation. The legislation states secondary schools can have three branded (or logo) items plus a tie,
making the tie the 4™. The following now outlines the uniform requirements for 2026-2027 which includes
both PE and general uniform. Our branded/logo items are:

‘Opportunity and achievement for all’



I. The black school Jumper
2. The green reversible for PE
3. The white PE t-shirt

The only parts of the PE kit that MUST be branded/or have the logo and purchased from the official
Horsforth suppliers is the green reversible top and the white T-Shirt, these are highlighted in bold type.

PE Kit Requirements
Compulsory
I. Green reversible.
2. Logo white PE T-shirt
3. Plain black football shorts or leggings (this must be plain black with no patterns or designs).
4. Socks: Plain Green football socks for hockey, rugby and football, white socks for all other activities.

Optional
I. Plain black tracksuit pants. (this must be plain black with no patterns or designs).

Please see examples at the links below for acceptable shorts, tracksuit pants and leggings all of which can
be purchased from the Horsforth uniform suppliers.

Acceptable shorts

Acceptable tracksuit pants
Acceptable leggings

Many supermarkets stock unbranded and reasonably priced items which are acceptable, but we can also
support families who are struggling with pre-loved items. Please contact the
pastoralhub@horsforthschool.com.

Dance World Cup

Back in July, Sierra in Year 10 went away to Dublin for a week at the Dance World Cup. She represented
three Yorkshire dance schools in their group dances and competed as part of Team England. She had some
amazing results and came away as a double World champion, picking up two gold and one silver medals in
total. Huge congratulations, Sierra!
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https://www.next.co.uk/style/su775562/h61873?gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=7922275648&gbraid=0AAAAADm_5UVY8XGIjAtc81iZTjjyHdcZf&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIwIP_va7PlgMVw4hQBh1NSy9SEAQYBSABEgIuNfD_BwE
https://www.sportsdirect.com/slazenger-jersey-jogging-bottoms-mens-512019?clickref=1100lDpvkFSL&utm_source=partnerize&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campaign=genieshopping#colcode=51201903
https://kitlocker.com/product/nike-womens-dri-fit-park-20-pants-w/Obsidian%2FObsidian%2FWhite/?options%5b%5d=Size:L&currency=GBP&utm_source=google&utm_campaign=&utm_medium=cpc&utm_content=&utm_term=&device=c&product=9f62976b-aacb-47be-ab73-f59f4c048341&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23961705961&gbraid=0AAAAADo87WrUFWR8QIu2-YXSWAB-xV4vD&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI7N_ZhMXPlgMVfpRQBh2Qjzy7EAQYBiABEgLPw_D_BwE
mailto:pastoralhub@horsforthschool.com

Come and Work at our School

Take a look at our Vacancies webpage to view the current roles we are recruiting. We are currently
looking for a SEND Learning Support Assistant and a General Kitchen Assistant. You can always
call the school for a chat about any of the jobs on offer on 0113 2265454. Please share with anyone you
think might like to join our team.

Thank you, as always, for your support.
Yours faithfully

Dr P Bell
Headteacher

School Dinner Menu for the Week Ahead
Please click on the link below to view the food on offer for the coming week.
Click here to view the link for week to view menu Cycle two

l. Please note menus may be subject to change due to product availability.

2. Please note some of the products we serve may contain peanuts, tree nuts, soy, milk, eggs and wheat.
While we take steps to minimise the risk of cross-contamination, we cannot guarantee that any of our products are
safe to consume for people with peanut, tree nut, soy, milk, egg or wheat allergies.

3. Please note we will make every reasonable effort to ensure that the information provided is accurate;
however, due to the very nature of food production there can be variations in each meal. As a school we are not
able to provide 100% accurate information on the food we serve.

Free School Meals
Your child may be eligible for free school meals. It’s quick and easy to apply. To find out more, please visit
https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-for-free-school-meals
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