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Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
We have a packed letter this week and have combined the end of year newsletter for your information. I 
have repeated some key updates to lates and our behaviour system, the reopening times and information 
but also shared some amazing success in sports and the arts! 
 
As always, the link to the podcast version is here:   
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XsOZ_GXuZfNrJ0CZOah03fz5GWhrUiDD/view?usp=sharing  
 
Changes to Late to School Procedures 
Following our recent updates regarding our "Late to Lesson" procedures, we are also introducing an 
updated policy for students who arrive late to school in the morning, effective from September 2026. 
Ensuring a prompt start to the day is vital for your child’s academic progress and morning routine, and we 
appreciate your continued partnership in promoting excellent punctuality. These new procedures have 
been designed to address persistent morning lateness quickly and consistently: 
 

● Three-Late Threshold: If a student is late to school three or more times within a single half-
term, they will be issued an immediate break-time detention. To ensure they are fully aware, their 
student planner will be stamped with a "Break Late Detention" stamp. 

 
● Direct Parent Notification: On any morning your child is issued a break-time detention, you 

will receive a text notification by 10:40 AM. This text will confirm the detention and remind you 
that further details can be viewed directly on Class Charts Escalation for Non-Attendance: 
Attendance at break-time detentions is compulsory. 

 
● If a student fails to attend their scheduled break-time detention, this will automatically escalate 

to a full after-school detention on that same evening (or the earliest available date). This 
notice will also be published on Class Charts. 

 
We want to work closely with you to support your child in building strong habits for their future. Please 
discuss these upcoming changes with your child so they understand the importance of arriving at school on 
time every day. 

mailto:info@horsforthschool.org
http://www.horsforthschool.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XsOZ_GXuZfNrJ0CZOah03fz5GWhrUiDD/view?usp=sharing
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Thank you for your ongoing support in helping us maintain high standards of punctuality across the school 
community. 
 
Battle of the Bands Trip 
On Monday 13th July the top two voted groups from the battle of the bands were treated to a trip to 
Leeds School of Arts. They looked at home using their impressive recording studios and we’d like to thank 
Leeds Beckett and Michael Ward for this opportunity. We’re excited to hear the final product! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outdoor Wellbeing 
Sessions focus on mindfulness, creativity and nature connection - students have been on a mindful 
scavenger hunt, they've explored printmaking, sgraffito, botanical cyanotypes and clay work and they've 
made bird feeders and musical instruments using natural materials. They've also learnt how to build, light 
and maintain a mini fire and made s'mores - and shared ideas over a hot chocolate at the end of every 
session. 
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Year 7 Drama Club 
Year 7 Drama Club budding stars finished the year by performing their performances based on the 
"school'. The plays were creative and really entertaining. Well done to all those who performed or assisted 
with the tech, especially our Year 10 helpers! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Battle of the Bands winners perform at the Wardrobe 
Our winning Year 8 band visited the Wardrobe to perform three songs last week. The lineup consisted of 
other secondary schools from around Leeds, although the boys were by far the youngest! They were 
absolutely fantastic! A huge thank you to sixth formers Harry and Aaron who helped out all day! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spain Trip 
Our Modern Foreign Languages students enjoyed 4 very intense days in Andalucia. They visited some of 
the most beautiful white villages (Mijas and Nerja), learnt flamenco in a workshop in Malaga. Cooked paella 
and ate it as well as experienced a real flamenco show in Malaga city. They visited the Alhambra in Granada 
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to learn about the great impact Islamic culture had in Spain and considered it one of the most important 
cultural heritage sites together with the Generalife. The highlight was hearing students immerse themselves 
in Spanish and embracing the culture in every aspect. Their dancing skills were on point! 
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Enterprise Day for Candlelighters 
Last Friday, students enjoyed a fantastic Enterprise Day in support of Candlelighters. Despite the searing 
afternoon heat, the event was full of energy and enthusiasm as students ran a variety of stalls, including 
Guess the Teenage Teacher, Hook a Duck, Sponge the Teacher, and No-Beer Beer Pong. It was a 
wonderful afternoon of creativity, teamwork, and fundraising, with plenty of laughter and lots of money 
raised for a very worthwhile cause. Although the fair had to finish earlier than planned due to the high 
temperatures, it was still a great success and a memorable event for everyone involved. Well done to all 
the students and staff who helped make the day such a success! 

 
MindMate Support 
Thank you to all the parents who have attended our MindMate Support introduction sessions this half 
term. 
 
We are pleased to share that we have referred 17 children in for support from the MindMate Support 
Team for 121 CBT work. There are currently 15 children accessing this support. Next year, we will also 
be focusing on group work for our students, for them to focus on topics such as 5 ways to wellbeing, 
transition (for year 7’s), exam stress, building resilience and self-esteem. 
 
Who are the MindMate Support Team? 
The MindMate Support Team provides early emotional wellbeing support for young people up to the age 
of 18 in education settings across Leeds. The service was developed in partnership with mental health 
professionals, education providers and young people themselves. Their aim is to: 
 

● Improve access to emotional wellbeing support 
● Offer early help before difficulties become harder to manage 
● Work with schools to build positive cultures where wellbeing is prioritised 

 
If you feel your child would benefit from their support next academic year, please email 
info@horsforthschool.org with MindMate Support FAO Mrs Bentley in the title. 
 

mailto:info@horsforthschool.org
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New to the Behaviour Policy for September 
Ahead of the new academic year, we are updating one aspect of our Positive Behaviour policy which 
utilises Class Charts to make our system fairer and more supportive for our students. 
 
Starting in September, we are changing how detentions are triggered. Previously, an after-school detention 
was issued when a student reached a set total of 5 negative points across all categories combined within a 
week. 
 
Under the new system, a student will only receive an after-school detention if they accumulate 5 negative 
points within a fixed two-week period inside any single "genre" or category. These specific 
categories are: 
 

● Homework 
● Uniform infringements 
● Missing or incorrect equipment 
● Chewing, eating, or drinking in the wrong place 
● Litter or property damage 
● Lateness to lessons 
● Poor classroom behaviour 

 
Why are we making this change? 
 

● We think this system is fairer. A student who has an isolated forgetful week across different areas 
will no longer be penalised the same way as someone with persistent, repetitive behaviour in one 
area. 

● Grouping points by specific categories allows us to diagnose exactly where a student is struggling. 
For example, if a student triggers a detention specifically for 5 homework points, our pastoral team 
can instantly identify that organisation, rather than behaviour, is the issue, allowing us to provide 
the right support and interventions. 

● Clearer Boundaries: It helps students understand the direct consequences of repeated choices, 
encouraging them to take responsibility for specific habits like punctuality or bringing the right 
equipment. 

 
Our Behaviour Policy will be fully updated online to reflect this change before the start of term. Thank you 
for your continued partnership and support in helping our students achieve their best. 
 
Come and Work at our School 
Take a look at our Vacancies webpage to view the current roles we are recruiting. We are currently 
looking for a Pastoral and Behaviour Officer and a General Kitchen Assistant.  
 
You can always call the school for a chat about any of the jobs on offer on 0113 2265454. Please share 
with anyone you think might like to join our team. 
 
Summer Term Highlights 
As we reach the end of another successful term, we're delighted to share some of the memorable 
moments, achievements and activities that have made this summer so special. 

https://www.horsforthschool.org/vacancies/
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September Reopening 
We wanted to share in advance the arrangements for the school reopening in September, after the 
summer holiday. The school will be closed on Monday 30th August for the bank holiday, there are two 
staff training days on Tuesday 1st September and Wednesday 2nd September and so students will not be in 
school on those days. The school will reopen to students in Years 7 - 12 on Thursday 3rd September and 
Year 13 on Friday 4th September. 
 
 

Year Group Starting Day Time to be in 
School 

7 Thursday 3rd September  8.20 in the hall 

8 Thursday 3rd September  10.50 (break) 

9 Thursday 3rd September  10.50 (break) 

10 Thursday 3rd September  10.50 (break) 

11 Thursday 3rd September  10.50 (break) 

12 Thursday 3rd September  8.20 in A block 

13 Friday 4th September 8.20 in A block 

 
 
Sports Fixtures 
Athletics This Year 
Horsforth recently capped off a fantastic athletics season, and I wanted to take this opportunity to thank all 
of the students involved as well as all of the staff that have given up their time to run the club and select 
the teams - it has been a real team effort! 
 
We had 2/4 teams finish in the top two in their pool, qualifying them for the Leeds City Finals night. The 
intermediate girls only missed out by a couple of points finishing 3rd, largely due to some of our star 
athletes being on work experience during the second fixture.  
 
At the finals night our Junior Girls finished 3rd across Leeds, we were announced as second on the night 
but only GSAL and Carr Manor finished above them across the whole of Leeds which is a fantastic 
achievement. Notable performances were; Holly who finished 2nd in the Javelin (competing against girls in 
the year above) and Romy who came 4th across Leeds in the long jump, 4th in the 100m and was part of 
the 4x100m relay team that finished 4th with an impressive time of 58 seconds. 
 
The Intermediate Boys also put in a really strong team performance finishing 4th across Leeds with notable 
performances from; Zach who won the javelin with a massive throw of 48m, Alfie who won the 800m with 
a time of 2.13 and Archie who came 4th in the 100m win a PB 11.6s.  
 
Well done to all! 
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Leeds Schools Rounders Sports Association 
Horsforth dominate over 45 rounders teams across Leeds! 
 
Year 7 – Silver Medal 
We won two out of our three games and narrowly missed out to Prince Henry’s. Roundhay and Horsforth 
both won two games so were joint tournament winners, even scoring the exact same amount of rounders 
and outs! This therefore led to a final in the final of just 10 balls (one bat each).  
 
In an unbelievable competition, we both scored the exact same number of rounders again, but 
unfortunately Roundhay just pipped Horsforth by getting more of our players out. The Player of the 
Tournament was Megan for always scoring even when she hadn’t hit the ball! Always running on and 
making the most of every opportunity. 
 
Year 8 Boys – Silver Medal 
The boys again won two out of three games, only losing to Prince Henry’s. We beat Ruth Gorse and 
Farnley academy. The Player of the Tournament was Laurie for getting three amazing catches in a row! 
 
Year 8 Girls – Gold Medal 
The girls dominated their three games and therefore became Leeds champions. We beat Roundhay, 
Allerton Grange and Prince Henry’s. The Player of the Tournament was Hannah for her amazing batting 
skills! 
 
Year 10 Girls – Bronze Medal 
The girls were up against tough competition, Allerton Grange and Temple Moor, both South Leeds teams. 
Their batting did not go to plan and unfortunately, they did not score as many rounders as in previous 
games. We ended up with third place. The Player of the Tournament was Amber for being supreme on 
second base. 
 
Well done to all the committed players who have attended training weekly to improve. To reach the final 
alone is an impressive feat as only two teams for each age group at our side of Leeds get through to the 
finals, and some tournaments had over 10 teams. 
 
A special thank you to Miss Hill, Mr Byrne and Miss Shorey for their support, Miss Lancaster and Miss 
Smith could not have done it without them. 
 
Sixth Form at Horsforth News 
Calling All Current Year 10 Parents 
If your child is due to start in Year 11 from September, don’t forget to come to one of our sixth form 
open evenings in November and January. You can register your interest in our first event here, then we 
will let you know when you can book a free ticket to attend. 
 
Question Time 
Students from Year 12 attended the first Leeds University Question Time event. Isabel's question was 
selected:  "Andy Burnham is the only challenger for the leadership campaign. Is it time to change the law 
and call a general election when a prime minister resigns?" 
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It was decided by the audience that her question, directed to Alex Sobel MP, was answered entirely 
unsatisfactorily, prompting the greatest number of follow up questions. Photo credit to Dan & Chiamaka! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mondelez Virtual Work Experience 
Alishba was selected to attend an 5-day online food science work experience with Mondelez. Throughout 
the week, students collaborated in groups with peers from across the country to develop their own 
chocolate creations, presenting their projects on day 5. Alishba was part of the winning team, displaying 
great employability skills and designing a quality product. Her chocolate prize is arriving soon - packed in 
ice! Well done Alishba! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Fantastic Way to End Year 12! ������������� 
Our students enjoyed a well-earned Rewards Day, choosing from a trip to the Trafford Centre, a day at 
the seaside, swinging in the trees at Go Ape or pizza making fun! Well done on all your hard work this 
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year. We hope you had a brilliant day, and we can't wait to welcome you back in September as our new 
Year 13s!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we reach the end of another successful academic year, I would like to extend my sincere thanks to all of 
our parents and carers for your unwavering support. The partnership between home and school is at the 
heart of everything we achieve, and your encouragement, trust and commitment have played a vital role in 
the successes we have celebrated this year.  
 
Whether supporting your child's learning, attending school events or working with us to help every young 
person thrive, your contribution is greatly appreciated. We look forward to building on this year's 
achievements and continuing to work together in the new academic year, ensuring that every student has 
the opportunity to succeed, grow and make the very most of their time at Horsforth School.  
 
Thank you, as always, for your support. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Dr P Bell 
Headteacher 
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���� School Dinner Menu for the Week Ahead 
Please click on the link below to view the food on offer for the coming week. 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ynnnZ8KvO-0XNZTBZSG1E3XY37EblK2gew3d0fcY3e4/edit?usp=sharing 
 
1. Please note menus may be subject to change due to product availability. 
  
2. Please note some of the products we serve may contain peanuts, tree nuts, soy, milk, eggs and wheat. 
While we take steps to minimise the risk of cross-contamination, we cannot guarantee that any of our products are 
safe to consume for people with peanut, tree nut, soy, milk, egg or wheat allergies. 
  
3. Please note we will make every reasonable effort to ensure that the information provided is accurate; 
however, due to the very nature of food production there can be variations in each meal. As a school we are not 
able to provide 100% accurate information on the food we serve. 
 
Free School Meals 
Your child may be eligible for free school meals. It’s quick and easy to apply. To find out more, please visit 
https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-for-free-school-meals 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ynnnZ8KvO-0XNZTBZSG1E3XY37EblK2gew3d0fcY3e4/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-for-free-school-meals
https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-for-free-school-meals
https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-for-free-school-meals

