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Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Thank you for your support in the hot weather this week, the building has been warm but safe and 
students have shown great resilience and positivity! Massive well done to our Year 10’s doing their end of 
year exams, they have been amazing! 
 
Looking at the forecast next week it is forecast to be 20-22 degrees consistently. We will be doing a 
‘jumpers off’ week so students know what to expect but shirts must be tucked in, top buttons done up and 
ties on. 
 
As always, the link to the podcast version is here:   
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x_oLdjMkjfEFtD8boG98Ut4Qp7Hx9Mq-/view?usp=sharing  
 
The Children Commissioner's Big Future Survey 
Dame Rachel De Souza would like to hear about our students' experiences, views and aspirations to help 
shape future policy and decision-making.  
 
If you could encourage your son/daughter to complete this it is their chance to directly influence future 
political decisions: https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture 
 
Are you or anyone you know interested in a career in teaching? 
We work with the Leeds Teaching School Hub and Gorse SCITT which is an Ofsted ‘Outstanding’ 
provider. Please click on the links for more information about training to be a teacher: 
https://www.horsforthschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Summer-Events-GORSE-SCITT.pdf  
https://www.horsforthschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/June-26-GORSE-SCITT-Letter-.pdf  
 
Free School Meal Changes – Important Update for Families 
From September 2026, Free School Meal (FSM) eligibility will be expanded to all households receiving 
Universal Credit. This removes the current £7,400 income cap and is expected to help many more families 
access support. 
 
Parents and carers who receive Universal Credit will still need to apply. If you think you are eligible, please 
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complete the form by Friday 3rd July so checks can be carried out and meals arranged for the new 
school year: https://forms.gle/75nvR7b9gV2gzqJ49 
Please note: if your child already receives Free School Meals, no action is needed. 
 
Year 11 Prom 2026 
Our Year 11 Prom was a wonderful evening and the perfect way to celebrate the end of an important 
chapter in our students' lives. Students arrived looking fantastic in their suits and dresses and the event 
provided an opportunity for students and staff to reflect on the memories made over the past five years 
and mark the end of their secondary school journey together.  
 
We are incredibly proud of all that our Year 11 students have achieved during their time at school and 
wish them every success as they move on to the next stage of their education, training and careers. Thank 
you to everyone who helped make the evening such a memorable occasion. We hope our students 
enjoyed their prom and created lasting memories with their friends. Good luck, Year 11 – we look 
forward to hearing about your future successes! 
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The Coding Challenge 2025/2026 
In March, a group of Year 9 and 10 students took part in The Coding Challenge, organised by the 
Raspberry Pi Foundation. This national competition is designed to develop coding skills, build confidence, 
and inspire young people to create innovative solutions to computational thinking problems. Our students 
demonstrated exceptional problem-solving abilities, placing them in the top 10% nationally! Congratulations 
to all who participated – a fantastic achievement and a testament to your hard work and dedication. Well 
done! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



‘Opportunity and achievement for all’ 
 

Christmas School Auditions 
Auditions for our Christmas school show The Wonderful Wizard of Oz are next week! If there are no 
audition slots left, see Mrs Kendal or Mrs Noble. 

 
Come and Work at our School 
Take a look at our Vacancies webpage to view the current roles we are recruiting. We are currently 
looking for a School Administrator (Pastoral Team) and a Pastoral and Behaviour Officer. You can always 
call the school for a chat about any of the jobs on offer on 0113 2265454. Please share with anyone you 
think might like to join our team. 
 
Sixth Form at Horsforth News 
We Wait with Bated Breath 
The sixth formers and Mrs Thomas have completed the Swift nest box project, where they constructed 
eight nest boxes and I’m sure you’ll agree they look fantastic up on our sixth form building!  
 
Big thank you to Leeds Swifts who helped fund the project and installed the boxes and caller system to 
attract the birds. Swifts are already taking an interest with ‘screaming’ parties ‘banging’ at the boxes.  
 
We are all super excited to see if the birds take up residence and breed next year. Swift numbers have 
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sadly plummeted as people renovate their homes with new roofs, but by putting up nest boxes or installing 
Swift bricks you can help this charming bird thrive. 
 

 
Experience Day in the Sunshine 
Thank you to everyone, including many current Year 11 students, who joined us for our Experience Day 
yesterday. Students got a feel for life, tried out some different lessons and finished up with a BBQ in the 
sunshine. We are looking forward to welcoming them all in September. 
 
Human Rights Conference Inspires Aspiring Lawyers 
Our aspiring lawyers recently attended the Human Rights Conference at Leeds Beckett University, where 
they gained a valuable insight into studying and working in the legal profession. Alongside engaging lectures, 
students enjoyed a campus tour and had the opportunity to explore what life as a law student could be 
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like. It was fantastic to be invited back to the conference, and the experience provided our students with a 
greater understanding of human rights issues and future pathways into law. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chemists Take on a Forensic Challenge 
Our Year 12 Chemistry students recently took part in the Schools’ Analyst Competition, applying their 
classroom knowledge to a real-world forensic investigation. Tasked with ‘assisting the police in uncovering 
the cause of a mysterious illness affecting a local pharmacy worker’, students used their analytical and 
problem-solving skills to investigate the case. The competition provided an excellent opportunity to see 
how chemistry is used in professional settings and is a valuable addition to students’ UCAS applications. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you, as always, for your support. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Dr P Bell 
Headteacher 
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���� School Dinner Menu for the Week Ahead 
Please click on the link below to view the food on offer for the coming week. 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ynnnZ8KvO-0XNZTBZSG1E3XY37EblK2gew3d0fcY3e4/edit?usp=sharing 
 
1. Please note menus may be subject to change due to product availability. 
  
2. Please note some of the products we serve may contain peanuts, tree nuts, soy, milk, eggs and wheat. 
While we take steps to minimise the risk of cross-contamination, we cannot guarantee that any of our products are 
safe to consume for people with peanut, tree nut, soy, milk, egg or wheat allergies. 
  
3. Please note we will make every reasonable effort to ensure that the information provided is accurate; 
however, due to the very nature of food production there can be variations in each meal. As a school we are not 
able to provide 100% accurate information on the food we serve. 
 
Free School Meals 
Your child may be eligible for free school meals. It’s quick and easy to apply. To find out more, please visit 
https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-for-free-school-meals 
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