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Reading for Pleasure @
Horsforth School: Half-Term Three

School Stories

November was National Poetry Month and 40 students in Year 7, 8 and 9 took part in a poet
Laureate workshop online creating their own poems from scratch and being as creative as
possible! There were 21 entries for Horsforth's Young Poet Laureate - the winner will be
decided and announced in January so stay tuned...

In the English department, we have launched English Superstar of the week for KS3 and KS4 -
nominated by your English teachers! Congratulations to the six who have already won the
superstar award!

Staff Shelfie: Mrs Padmore

"My favourite genre will always be murder and mystery and has been ever Tomorrow
since my grandma got me into Agatha Christie stories as a teenager. I love
trying to work out the ending and solve the crime before the detective
does.

I often swap books with my friends as I enjoy a recommendation and
reading something I wouldn't normally pick up. A friend gifted me Tomorrow
and Tomorrow and Tomorrow by Gabrielle Zevin and I didn't think it would
be my sort of book. I't is the story of Sam and Sadie who meet as children 5 o
:ue to their shared love of videogames and follow.s them through the &t‘ﬂ:ﬂf Zevin l

ecades. It was the type of book I was sad when it ended as I felt so
invested in the characters.

Student Competition: World Book Day 2026

Each half term, we will be promoting a creative competition for all students to enter! Over the
next six weeks, up until Friday 13™ February, students are challenged to come up with their
best work! In preparation for World Book Day on Thursday 5™ March, we would like students
to create a short story or poem around the theme 'In Someone Else's Shoes' - this should be
no more than 500 words. There will be a prize for the best entries. Complete and email to Mr
Wilson or hand to your English teacher by Friday 13™ February 2026!
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Recommended Reads

I'm going back in time to save this family.

Key Stage 3

6 \ e £
: : oy Eleven-year-old Zubair is a seventh son. This means a LOT of big brothers. But when

Zubair's granny arrives from Pakistan and gives him a mysterious amulet, he discovers it

means something else, too: he has inherited a gift. The seventh sons in his family have the

ability to time-travel.

With his dad a shadow of his former self since his car accident, and his mum always tired
and angry, Zubair has a genius idea. He'll use time-travel to fix things between them.

i . But each trip comes at a cost. If he changes something small in the past, it can have a huge
HUSSAIN € Z effect on his future. And if he gets it wrong, the results could be devastating...

Princess. Priestess. Rebel. Thief: the kingdom of Khetara awaits an uncertain future . . .

In the golden capital, the royal princess, SITA, is caught in a web of sensuality, deceit and
murder as her older brother lusts for power and excess. Meanwhile her younger brother,
rejects his royal heritage to find refuge in the sacred temple and the ancient knowledge it
holds.

Unbeknownst to the royal heirs, Neff, a young girl haunted by prophetic blood-drenched
dreams, holds the key to their destinies. To the south, the flames of rebellion ignite as Rae,
a farmer's daughter, resists the pharaoh's oppressive rule and inspires an army.

And in the depths of the desert, tomb-raider Karim stumbles upon a long-buried secret and
awakens the monster within . Who will sit on the throne when the bloodshed is done?

Croydon, 1964. Art therapist Helen Hansford is working in a psychiatric hospital, where
she has been having passionate but precarious affair with her married colleague, the
charismatic Dr Gil Rudden.

Helen's structured life is upended when William Tapping - a silent, thirty-seven-year-
old man with a beard down to his waist - arrives the hospital. As Helen helps William
express himself through art, she becomes increasingly entangled in his mysterious past.

Creatures
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Inspired by a true story, Shy Creatures is a life-affirming exploration of loneliness,
CLARE love and the quiet forces that shape our lives, reminding us that freedom can come in
CHAMBERS unexpected forms.
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