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Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I would like to start the term by thanking students for their positive start to 2026 and to remind you of 
our procedures for poor weather. As you know we are forecast cold weather in the short term so I want 
to share how we deal with this in school. 
 
When the medium term weather looks like it could affect school opening (snow) we monitor the forecast 
regularly and double check salt stocks and staffing. If snow is falling, we always have staff and student safety 
at the forefront of our decision making, the issue is often not how safe our site is (as we have a buggy with 
a snow plough and salt spreader attachment) but the safety of getting to and from school. 
 
We make a school and road conditions assessment through staff on site and those who live in surrounding 
areas early in the morning (usually at 5am) and take it from there. I know you will understand this is not an 
exact science but we will do our best to let you know as soon as we can. 
 
Delayed Start 
My aim is that school closure is the very last resort and if we have bad weather we will try and do a 
delayed start to either allow the gritters to get onto the roads and have an effect (to allow students and 
staff a safer journey) or for us to clear the site and make it safe. It could be that we announce a delayed 
start and then have to fully close, please be assured that this will be unavoidable if we do and I apologise in 
advance. We will always try to let you know through email, text and put a pop-up notice on the website. 
 
Full Closure 
If it is clear that for some reason the site cannot be made safe, we will announce that school will be closed 
to some or all Year groups. It may be that some parts of the site can still be used so only some Year 
groups will be required in but this will be rare. If the weather conditions worsen through the day and we 
have to close early we will always keep a warm, supervised safe space for students if they cannot get home 
immediately but if we do need to close then we ask students only use this if they absolutely need it. 
 
We will always try to let you know what we are doing through email, text and put a pop-up notice on the 
website. 
 
As always, the link to the podcast version is here: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xPkNwZKTaQ01_fpYBieOhgRlTl13Sru7/view?usp=sharing  

mailto:info@horsforthschool.org
http://www.horsforthschool.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xPkNwZKTaQ01_fpYBieOhgRlTl13Sru7/view?usp=sharing
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Parent Trustee Appointment 
We recently wrote to all parents/carers about a Parent Trustee vacancy and, as only one application was 
received, no ballot was required. Therefore, I am pleased to confirm the appointment of David Gray as our 
new Parent Trustee, subject to the usual checks. 
 
In a normal ballot, parents would be able to read candidates’ personal statements before voting. As we 
didn’t have a ballot this time, we wanted to make sure parents still had the chance to see this information. 
Below is David’s personal statement, which tells you a bit more about him and why he wanted to take on 
the role. 
 
I have 3 sons; 2 of whom have passed through Horsforth School and moved on to university and 
employment; one of whom is studying for his GCSEs at Horsforth High School. 
 
I now feel I have the time and experience to give something back to the school which has played such an 
important part in my family’s life. 
 
I currently work as Head of Planning and Commercial Development at a financial services firm in Leeds. I 
lead a small team responsible for developing and implementing our commercial plans across the nine 
countries around the world in which we operate. 
 
I have over 30 years’ experience in senior leadership roles in sales and marketing in markets across the 
world. Previously I have gained commercial and financial experience as a Finance and Administration 
Manager with Marks and Spencer. 
 
I have significant experience of developing strategic commercial plans, budget and profitability management 
as well as colleague and leadership development. 
 
As I approach the end of my professional career I am excited by the opportunity to use my skills and 
experience to help continue to develop as the excellent school it is. 
 
We would like to thank David for putting himself forward and for his commitment to supporting the 
school.  
 
Reading For Pleasure Newsletter 
Please click on the link to view this January’s Reading For Pleasure Newsletter: 
https://www.horsforthschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Reading-For-Pleasure-Newsletter-January-
2026.pdf  
 
Working with Horsforth Town of Sanctuary to Make a Difference 
Just before Christmas, Jo Bailey from Horsforth Town of Sanctuary visited school to collect the Christmas 
presents purchased using funds raised from our non-uniform day. We were delighted to receive a heartfelt 
email from City of Sanctuary UK thanking our whole school community for its generosity, with special 
mention of the Student Parliament, who gave up their time after school to wrap presents and write cards. 
The gifts and cards were shared at a festive Christmas party where Father Christmas also made an 
appearance. In their message, City of Sanctuary UK wrote “It really helped to raise everyone's spirits and in the 
present climate of hostility to people seeking Sanctuary it touches all our hearts to know young people care and can 

https://www.horsforthschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Reading-For-Pleasure-Newsletter-January-2026.pdf
https://www.horsforthschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Reading-For-Pleasure-Newsletter-January-2026.pdf
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be welcoming.” The photo below shows some of the recipients of the gifts – as you can see, they were 
really pleased to receive them! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Positive Choices Event 
On Thursday, the Leeds United Foundation visited school to deliver Health and Social Education sessions 
for our Year 9 and 10 students. These sessions were designed to support young people in making positive, 
informed choices about their lives and future pathways. Students heard from guest speakers who shared 
inspirational talks based on their own lived experiences, encouraging reflection, resilience and aspiration. 
We hope our students gained valuable insights and plenty to think about as a result of this engaging day. 
Thanks to Mrs Gledhill for organising this excellent and impactful event. 
 

 
Free School Meals 
Did you know that a school meal is often the most nutritious meal a child eats during the day? Every 
school meal must meet strict food standards, helping children stay healthy, grow well and feel ready to 
learn in the classroom. From September, eligibility for Free School Meals has been expanded. If your family 
receives Universal Credit, your child may now qualify regardless of your earnings. That means more families 
than ever can benefit. Yet last year, over 7,700 eligible pupils missed out on their Free School Meal. That’s 
a lot of children missing a healthy lunch — and families missing out on savings of up to £500 per year per 
child. 
  
Free School Meals don’t just support your child’s wellbeing and learning; they also help ease the pressure 
on household budgets during challenging times. If you think your child may be eligible, it’s quick and easy to 
apply. Children may be eligible for Free School Meals if their parents or carers receive any of the following 
benefits: 
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● income support 
● income based Job Seeker’s Allowance 
● income based Employment and Support Allowance 
● Child Tax Credit with an annual income of less than £16,190 
● the guaranteed element of the State Pension Credit 
● the guaranteed element of Pension Credit 
● support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
● Universal Credit 

  
To find out more and apply go to https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-for-free-school-
meals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sixth Form at Horsforth News 
Sixth Form Open Evening – 22nd January 2026 
A huge thank you to our Year 11 students who have applied to join our Sixth Form from September! Even 
if you came to our open evening in November, you may still have some questions. Come to our Open 
Evening on 22nd January, if you want to talk to our teachers, discuss your child’s option choices or 
understand what will happen between now and September. **Book tickets here** 
 
Thank you, as always, for your support. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Dr P Bell 
Headteacher 

 
 
���� School Dinner Menu for the Week Ahead 
Please click on the link below to view the food on offer for the coming week. 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YU51y5GO-H6-odpxhPOG8zlUwpletxJRyfSbz2tSY0A/edit?usp=sharing 
 
1. Please note menus may be subject to change due to product availability. 
  

https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-for-free-school-meals
https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-for-free-school-meals
https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-for-free-school-meals
https://buytickets.at/horsforthschool/1966424
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YU51y5GO-H6-odpxhPOG8zlUwpletxJRyfSbz2tSY0A/edit?usp=sharing
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2. Please note some of the products we serve may contain peanuts, tree nuts, soy, milk, eggs and wheat. 
While we take steps to minimise the risk of cross-contamination, we cannot guarantee that any of our products are 
safe to consume for people with peanut, tree nut, soy, milk, egg or wheat allergies. 
  
3. Please note we will make every reasonable effort to ensure that the information provided is accurate; 
however, due to the very nature of food production there can be variations in each meal. As a school we are not 
able to provide 100% accurate information on the food we serve. 
 
Free School Meals 
Your child may be eligible for free school meals. It’s quick and easy to apply. To find out more, please visit 
https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-for-free-school-meals 

https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-for-free-school-meals
https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-for-free-school-meals
https://www.leeds.gov.uk/schools-and-education/apply-for-free-school-meals

