
MATHS – GETTING A GRADE 4
WHAT OUR PUPILS NEED TO DO BETWEEN NOW AND MAY 2026 AND HOW YOU 

CAN SUPPORT THEM 



The OCR foundation maths GCSE
• 3 papers – two with a calculator, one without a calculator
• Each paper is 90 minutes long
• Grade boundaries for the last few years were (out of 300)

• So to get a grade 4, you need around 45% of the overall marks and to get a 
grade 5, you need 60% on average.



Our advice to pupils about how to revise maths
• Little and often – spend 30 to 45 minutes on maths approx. 2-3 times per week 
• You need to be doing lots of practice questions rather than reading notes; 

things like Sparx, YouTube (TL maths), reading revision guides can help but only 
if you follow them with some past paper questions on what you have revised

• Use your RAG sheets from the previous mock and the upcoming non-calculator 
mock to identify topics that you struggle with

• Focus on the basics  i.e. topics from early on in the past papers; these are the 
easiest ones to practise by yourself

• Bring any questions that you are stuck on into form/class and ask for help when 
appropriate; if it is a complex question, you may want to email it to your 
teacher first

• If you do these things, you should make at least a grade’s progress from your 
mock



The extra things we will do to support pupils
• Intervention is on Tues until 15:35 – anyone is welcome but please go to the correct 

room (M4: foundation, M7: grade 5/6, M8: grade 7, M5: grade 8/9, M9: Mrs Barker’s group 
by invitation, JB3:drop-in) 

• We also have intervention happening within the school day for selected pupils – pupils 
from sets 5 and 6 who we feel need additional support have been selected to go to a 
session with Mrs Barker (our HLTA) for one lesson a fortnight to ensure that we identify 
and rectify gaps with the ‘basics’. There will also be drop-down revision sessions and 
other initiatives TBC

• Our Y11 maths Google Classroom has useful resources to help pupils with effective 
revision

• Revision posters with key topics are on the classroom and will be displayed in school
• All pupils have been given a pack of past papers and the opportunity to buy revision 

guides – if you missed the order, please wait until next week and I will sell the remaining 
revision guides at £3.25 per book so you can send your child in with cash





If English isn’t your first language……

• Some of the questions will be quite wordy but you should be able to get 
a grade 4 just be answering the shorter ‘fluency’ based questions 
correctly as these comprise at least 50% of the paper

• Focus on the 1st half of past papers in your revision – do this for all the 
OCR past papers available on the website and you will see how 
formulaic they are!

• Make a list of key words and write their translation and a worked 
example down for each – quite a few marks on a foundation paper just 
require you to know some vocabulary (e.g. ‘write down a prime number 
between 1 and 10’)

• Learn the key command words and make sure you know what you are 
being asked to do (e.g. ‘estimate’)

• Investigate apps – Quizlet is great for revising key vocabulary





brownm01@horsforthschool.org

Email me if there is anything else we can do to support you and your 
child.

mailto:brownm01@horsforthschool.org
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