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Dear Parent/Carer,

Lots of sporting success to report this week as well as lovely festive activities to promote and some great
things going on to support the environment. On a different note, my assemblies this week were on
Democracy. We covered the history of democracy, UK democracy and how it compares to authoritarian
governments finishing on some direct democracy on how to improve the school environment which
students will vote on next week. | hope this might be an opportunity for you to ask your sons and
daughters about it and maybe even have a discussion.

As always, the link to the podcast version is here:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/| EjShloltEO2yyU2ydpXbLG78e | 3zIL]q/view?usp=sharing

Attendance Initiative

We are pleased to share that the school is currently achieving an impressive 95.8% attendance. This is a
fantastic reflection of the commitment shown by our students, parents/carers, and staff. Good attendance
is directly linked to strong academic progress, positive wellbeing, and improved life chances, and we are
proud of the collective effort that has contributed to this success.

Whilst we celebrate this achievement, we remain committed to continuing to improve attendance across
the school. We are launching an Attendance Intervention Drive from next week as part of our ongoing
commitment to ensuring every student achieves their full potential. This will take place during Registration
and focus on acknowledging, monitoring, and supporting students’ attendance that will link to form and
individual awards and rewards.

Thank you for your ongoing support.

Dyslexia Assessment Bursaries Information

Does your child have undiagnosed difficulties with literacy? Considering there may be an underlying reason
but not able to pay the expensive assessment costs? We don’t have the ability to do this in school so you
could consider looking into assessment bursaries. More information can be found here_New dyslexia
assessment bursaries available for young People - British Dyslexia Association

Candlelighters Fundraiser - Wonka Bars
A reminder that we are starting our annual fundraising for Candlelighters this half term, in the theme of
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our School Production. Our first Candlelighters fundraiser of the year is a Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory themed ‘Wonka Bar’ event. We are selling ‘Wonka Bars’ via iPay for £2.50, with all
profits again going to Candlelighters. As with the classic novel, buying a ‘WWonka Bar’ gives you the chance
to find a Golden Ticket which students can exchange in school for a £20 Leeds Trinity voucher. Bars
are available to purchase on iPay until the end of school on Wednesday 3rd December and will be
handed out in assemblies w/c 8th December.

Maths Circle Celebration Trip

Our Year 8 and 9 Maths Circle students come into school early each week to tackle challenging extra-
curricular maths problems—fuelled, of course, by the traditional Maths Circle muffins! Their enthusiasm
and commitment are outstanding, and Miss James rewarded their hard work with a well-deserved treat at
Rudy’s Pizza in Leeds last week. This was followed by a visit to interactive maths museum Maths City
where they built a Leonardo dome and then explored other hands-on exhibits that bring mathematical
ideas to life. It was a fun and inspiring day out for all!

Year 10 Trip to Leeds Playhouse

Our Year 10 students kicked off the festive season in style last night with a trip to Leeds Playhouse for a
dazzling adaptation of their GCSE text, Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. They were blown away by the
spectacular set design, suitably spooked by the visiting ghosts, and couldn’t resist the festive cut-out photo
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boards to capture the Christmas magic. It was a brilliant evening out and a fantastic introduction to a story
they’ll be exploring in depth over the next two years.

Festive Activities

Over the festive period there are lots of events taking place across Leeds and surrounding areas. Below
are some suggestions for activities for young people and families to get involved with as researched by
Victoria in Year 7!

Leeds Libraries

Leeds libraries offer free activities such as coding workshops and Lego challenges for all ages.

Cannon Hall Museum at Christmas
See Cannon Hall beautifully decorated in traditional festive style. Wander through the hall and enjoy the
sights, scents and sparkle of a classic Christmas. 22nd November - 19th December

Meet and Greet with Santa at Kirkgate Market
Come and say hi to Santa who will be visiting the market for photos. éth, |3th, 20th, 22nd and 23rd
December 12 - 3pm

Leeds City Museum at Christmas

Embark on a festive journey with the 12 Days of Elfmas trail. 2nd December - 4th January

National Science & Media Museum — Bradford

Explore the science and culture of light and sound technologies and their impact on our lives. 10am - 5pm
Horsforth Hall Park Community

Horsforth Hall Park Community Group is inviting residents to share their ideas for the future of the
Stables building. Please complete the attached survey to have your say.
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Christmas Production
Over |10 students are involved in this year's Christmas production of Charlie and The Chocolate Factory.
It is set to be a fun evening! Tickets are on sale at break times. £7 or £5 for concessions.

HORSFORTH SCHOOL PRESENTS

Charlie

and the

CHOCOLATE

FACTORY

3RD-5TH DECEMBER
£7

Parent Trustee Vacancy

This is a reminder that the Trustee Board has a vacancy for a Parent Trustee (up to four-year term). This
is a great opportunity to help shape the school’s strategic direction and support its success. We are
particularly keen to hear from parents with professional expertise in areas such as accountancy or law.
Interested parents will have the chance to meet with the Chair and Headteacher to discuss the role in
more detail. Please email Governance Professional, Tracy Hartley, (hartletrO| @horsforthschool.org ) by
Monday Ist December to express interest and arrange a meeting.

Be Scam Safe

As the festive season approaches, it’s important for us all to stay alert to the increased risk of scams
targeting families. Scammers often take advantage of busy schedules and the spirit of giving by sending fake
emails, posing as individuals they are not, or creating convincing messages about donations, fees, or urgent
requests. Staying cautious - by double-checking the source of any unexpected communication and avoiding
sharing personal or financial information - helps protect both your family and our school community. Your
awareness makes a meaningful difference in keeping everyone safe.

To find out more information and for further advice, use the link below which will take you to the BBC
Scam Safe 2025 webpage: BBC Scam Safe Information

Sports Fixtures
UI2 Cup Fixture
The Year 7 team put in a determined performance, despite a loss against a strong Farnley side. From the

first whistle till the last, they showed real resilience and a willingness to compete, even when the game
became challenging. Their great attitude and teamwork were evident throughout, and they should be
proud of the character they displayed.
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Although the result didn’t go their way, the team have taken plenty of lessons from the match and know
what they need to work on moving forward. With merit league fixtures still to come. The team is looking

ahead and is eager to grow stronger and develop as a team! The future is bright for them! Well done Year
7!

UI5 Match

The Year 10 Netball Team produced a phenomenal performance, securing impressive victories over Prince
Henry’s Year || A and B teams. From start to finish, they were absolutely on fire—showcasing outstanding
skill, control, and composure against older opposition.

Their teamwork was exceptional, with every player contributing and reading the game brilliantly. Quick
passing, smart movement, and excellent communication helped them dominate play and maintain
momentum throughout each match.

This was a truly remarkable achievement, and the girls should be extremely proud of themselves. Beating
two strong Year || sides is no small feat, and they’ve shown exactly what they’re capable of when they
play together. Well done Year 10!

Year 7 Football
Our Year 7s have had mixed fortunes in the past week. They were knocked out of the National Cup last

week away at Sherburn. Unfortunately, we were missing two key players and after leading 2-1 with 10
minutes to go we lost 3-2. We missed several chances in the first half and should have been out of sight.

Year 10 Basketball
Our Year 10 Basketball Team had their first fixture last Wednesday. Comfortably beating Ralph Thorsby
and losing by three points to a strong Lawnswood team with some big Year | Is in their team. Hopefully

with Judah in the team we can get the three points in the return fixture in the new year.

Year 10 Football

Our Year 10s faced Shelley College on Wednesday in the 4th round of the National Cup. They should
have won despite the 3-0 scoreline. Alfie, George and Lucas were brilliant throughout, we hit the post,
missed an open goal and missed several other chances, conceding three from the only three meaningful
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attempts at our goal in the game. Shelley were a good team and worked hard for one another but we
could have gone through to the 5th round on another day!

Year || Rugby
Year || dominated and played really well against Guiseley winning 25-5 in an GCSE PE assessment match.

Their physicality and skill in contact overpowered Guiseley to a well-deserved win, but more importantly it
was about skill and performance to support their PE grade. A massive well done to Issac and George (Year
10) played up a year and looked fantastic throughout.

Sixth Form at Horsforth News

Sixth Form Application Deadline

All Horsforth School students wanting to join our sixth form from September 2026 need to apply online
by Friday 19" December 2025. Students have already received an email to their school email account
containing login details together with a direct link to the online application form. Don’t forget to check the

entry requirements for each of the courses we have on offer.

Sixth Form Open Evening — 22" January 2026
We are delighted to open our doors once again for prospective students and their families who missed our

November open evening. Book your tickets here = _https://buytickets.at/horsforthschool/ 966424

Book NVew

OPEN EVENING
22ND JANUARY 2026

Donations Needed!

Our Sixth Form Environmental Team is raising money towards some amazing projects they are working
on, to improve sustainability and biodiversity in and around school. They are running a tombola on
Wednesday 10" December and would love help with some prize donations. If you are having a clear-out
before Christmas, please consider helping our students! Please drop donations off at Main Reception
by Tuesday 9*" December.
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Our Very Own Swifties!

Led by Mrs Thomas, our Sixth Form Environmental Team has launched a fantastic new project to support
a local Swift colony. After spotting the birds nesting in a nearby disused building, the team met with Martin
from Leeds Swifts... who you may recognise from Hamza’s Hidden Wild Isles...to explore how we can
help the colony thrive. Their first job? Building specially designed Swift boxes, to be installed high on the
side of the Sixth Form building. Let’s keep our fingers crossed the Swifts choose to settle into their new
homes!

; — e T R
SEmssesem

e e e N i

A Little Bit of Careers Guidance
Thank you to Kieran Launder from the University of Leeds. He’s part of the Health Sciences & STEM

Outreach Team and came to talk to our budding medic and dentistry applicants. The top tips will be
invaluable.

Thank you, as always, for your support.

Yours faithfully

Dr P Bell
Headteacher

! 1 School Dinner Menu for the Week Ahead
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Please click on the link below to view the food on offer for the coming week.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/ | EwVVpjz-4kfVPS68ewvCMYkO0tKzqtTZ290LWM I WUiplU/edit?usp=sharing

l. Please note menus may be subject to change due to product availability.

2. Please note some of the products we serve may contain peanuts, tree nuts, soy, milk, eggs and wheat.
While we take steps to minimise the risk of cross-contamination, we cannot guarantee that any of our products are
safe to consume for people with peanut, tree nut, soy, milk, egg or wheat allergies.

3. Please note we will make every reasonable effort to ensure that the information provided is accurate;

however, due to the very nature of food production there can be variations in each meal. As a school we are not
able to provide 100% accurate information on the food we serve.
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