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Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
As we come to the end of another busy and rewarding term I would like to reflect on the year and thank 
you for your continued support. I would also like to recognise the staff who have put on extracurricular 
opportunities like the production, music concerts and performances, sports fixtures, creative clubs, 
homework support, intervention, there are too many to mention but I am always grateful for staff freely 
giving their time to enrich our wonderful students' school life. 
 
As always, the link to the podcast version is here: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EiEJLP4PcvdFPCbQjFIiMBKVXNrG7Urs/view?usp=sharing  
 
Online Safety Advice for the Christmas Period 
Please click on the link below to view Leeds City Council’s poster on online safety: 
https://www.horsforthschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Online-Safety-Advice-for-the-Christmas-
Period.pdf  
 
Positive Choices - Leeds United Foundation Event 
On Thursday 8th January, Year 10 and Year 9 students will take part in a Positive Choices event. Students 
will hear from inspiring speakers, organised by the Leeds United Foundation, with the aim to encourage all 
students to make positive life choices.  
 
They will be: 

● Developing skills and knowledge to better help understand the consequences of behaviour and that 
of others 

● Improved confidence and self-esteem to make the right decisions at the right time, and 
communicate in confidence 

● Improved Emotional and Mental wellbeing to help guide through challenging situations 
● Inspired and engage to make informed choices that will help you progress into positive pathways 

 
Gold Achievement in the Bebras Computing Challenge 2025 
Congratulations to this outstanding group of Year 8, 9 and 10 students who have achieved Gold in the 
Bebras Computing Challenge 2025. Bebras is an international competition designed to introduce young 
people to computational thinking and problem solving. By earning Gold, these students have placed in the 
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top 10% nationally for problem solving in their age category. A fantastic achievement and they are pictured 
here proudly holding their certificates. Well done to all involved! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Head Students Spread Festive Kindness This Christmas 
Jo Bailey from Horsforth Town of Sanctuary came to collect gifts from our Head Students Naomi Bye and 
Naomi Dormer as a show of generosity to those spending Christmas without friends or family. The gifts 
were purchased using some of the funds raised from our recent non-uniform day with half going to 
Children in Need and half to support local charities. Student parliament members gave up their own time 
after school to wrap presents, write cards, and we are delighted to spread some festive joy to those in 
challenging situations this Christmas.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Horsforth School Students Showcase Art at Leeds Bradford Airport 
Last week Mr Questa took a group of students to Leeds Bradford Airport to see their artwork on public 
display. With Horsforth School located just a few miles away from the airport, we were delighted to be 
invited by construction company Farrans to create artwork to brighten up the boards covering the building 
work outside the new terminal. Students from different year groups chose a view that represented the 
local area, or a place that held personal significance to them. They created their artworks using a variety of 
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media including pencil, watercolour, acrylic paint and collage.  The artwork was then printed on a large 
scale and will be on display at the arrivals area until the full completion of the new terminal. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We’re Proud to Be iBelong Certified! 
Huge congratulations to Miss Turner and our Computer Science department! Thanks to their dedication 
and hard work, we’ve been awarded the iBelong certification by the National Centre for Computing 
Education. This national recognition celebrates our strong commitment to improving gender balance in 
computer science and creating a more inclusive future in tech. We’re incredibly proud of this achievement 
and excited to continue building opportunities for everyone to belong and succeed in computing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Wellbeing Team 
The Wellbeing Team continues to go from strength to strength and now includes over 20 fantastic Sixth 
Form Wellbeing Coaches, working alongside our committed Mental Health Ambassadors in the lower 
school. 
 
Our Sixth Formers have taken part in specialist training from MindMate Leeds, a service that supports the 
emotional wellbeing and mental health of young people across the city. They are now putting this training 
into practice by offering one to one wellbeing support for students in Years 7 to 11 through regular drop-
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in sessions. These take place on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings and may be delivered as 
individual or small group support. 
 
The team is also busy preparing for our annual Mental Health and Wellbeing Week in January, with some 
exciting and meaningful activities already in the pipeline. We are delighted to have recently developed a 
new Wellbeing Corner in the Library, creating a calm, welcoming space for students who need it most. 
 
Our Sixth Form Wellbeing Coaches and lower school Mental Health Ambassadors have been truly 
inspiring; they are enthusiastic, compassionate and dedicated. The response from students has been 
overwhelmingly positive, and we are incredibly proud of the impact they are already having across the 
school. 
 
Sixth Form at Horsforth News 
Environment Team Set to Work with a Little Help 
Thank you to Biffa Waste Management at Skelton Grange for making the team’s raised beds possible. They 
very kindly donated compost and two plum trees to get them started in a perfect sunny spot on campus. 
Fruit and vegetable updates to follow! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sixth Form Application Timeline 
Thank you to all the Year 11 students who have applied to join our sixth form from September 2026. If 
you are interested to know what will happen next in the process, here is our timeline of events. 
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Sixth Form Open Evening – 22nd January 2026 
We are delighted to open our doors once again for prospective students and their families who missed our 
November open evening >> Book your tickets here << 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Season’s Greetings 
On behalf of everyone at Horsforth School and the Sixth Form at Horsforth, I would like to thank you for 
your continued support and wish you and your families a wonderful festive break. We look forward to 
seeing you all refreshed in the new year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we head into the break, I would like to wish you a very Merry Christmas and hope that 2026 is a happy 
and successful one for you and your family. 
 
Thank you, as always, for your support. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Dr P Bell 
Headteacher 

 
 
���� School Dinner Menu for the Week Ahead 
Please click on the link below to view the food on offer for the coming week. 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YU51y5GO-H6-odpxhPOG8zlUwpletxJRyfSbz2tSY0A/edit?usp=sharing 
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1. Please note menus may be subject to change due to product availability. 
  
2. Please note some of the products we serve may contain peanuts, tree nuts, soy, milk, eggs and wheat. 
While we take steps to minimise the risk of cross-contamination, we cannot guarantee that any of our products are 
safe to consume for people with peanut, tree nut, soy, milk, egg or wheat allergies. 
  
3. Please note we will make every reasonable effort to ensure that the information provided is accurate; 
however, due to the very nature of food production there can be variations in each meal. As a school we are not 
able to provide 100% accurate information on the food we serve. 


