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Dear Parent/Carer,

As we head into the final week of term, | would like to share the success of last year's students who sat A
Level and GCSE exams. The Sunday Times has recognised us as the 4th best comprehensive school in the
North and 7th including Grammar schools. We are incredibly proud of their success and look forward to

building on that this year.

As always, the link to the podcast version is here:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/| vDOVggwiKynwC I VOWYTWW?7Y|C44HKs8b/view?!usp=sharing

Early Closure

Friday 19th December is an early closure for the entire school. School closes for all students at 12.25pm.
There will be no lunch service, students will be able to access food at break time, and students can use
their free school meal allowance at break time on this day to either eat an early lunch or collect cold
packed items to eat later.

Festive Jumper Day and Last Day of Term - Friday 19" December

We are delighted to announce that we will be continuing our support of Candlelighters, the school charity,
by asking students and staff to wear a festive or winter themed jumper to school on Friday 19" December
to celebrate the end of term and support a good cause. We ask that all students and staff donate £1 to the
charity for taking part and we will collect this donation during the morning period. This will be the third
year we have supported the charity and the day itself really brings our students and staff together as a
community.

It is important to note that we do not ask parents/carers to purchase new jumpers for this day, nor do
jumpers have to be about Christmas. We simply ask that students wear a bright sweater or woolly jumper.
This can be plain, patterned or hand decorated. It can be a Christmas theme, or a winter/ski theme, it can
be handmade... using tinsel or baubles. This is also a full non-uniform day.

We look forward to our annual Christmas celebration assemblies on this last day. Students will have

special extended assemblies with fun and entertainment, to mark the end of a fabulous first term of this
year. It is a chance for our students to join in, have fun and get into the spirit of the holidays.

‘Opportunity and achievement for all’
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Festive Fun at Our SEND Sing-Along Morning

On Monday, local primary school students joined us for a special SEND sing-along morning. The normally
quiet library came alive with singing, guided by the wonderful musical talents of our senior music students,
who provided live accompaniment throughout the event. Adding to the excitement, Father Christmas

made a surprise appearance!

Winter Showcase

The Music Department held its annual Winter Showcase this week, and it was a truly fabulous evening.
Our students impressed the audience with performances from the choir, orchestra, and rock band,
showcasing the wonderful range of musical talent in our school. There was a real festive feel to the night.
Thank you to parents and carers who bought tickets and came to support the students. The money raised
will go back into the music department to fund more equipment for our students. Well done to all our
performers and thank you Mr Denson and Miss Smith for putting on such a memorable event!

Candlelighters Assembly

This week, we were delighted to welcome Donna Sanderson from Candlelighters into school to speak to
our Year 7 students. She shared the incredible work the charity does to support families facing childhood
cancer, and showed our students just how much of a difference our school community can make. A
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highlight of the assembly was the distribution of the Wonka Bars—generously purchased by parents and
carers—which helped us raise an amazing £1,000 for Candlelighters.

With the Big Give Appeal, this will be doubled to just under £2000! Congratulations to Matilda, who found
the golden ticket and took home a £20 gift voucher. Happy spending! A huge thank you to all our parents
and carers for your continued support and generosity. Together, we’re helping Candlelighters continue
their vital work.

Sixth Form at Horsforth News

One Week to Go to Apply for Sixth Form!

All Horsforth School students wanting to join our sixth form from September 2026 need to apply online
by Friday 19" December 2025. Check students’ school email inbox for all the details. Don’t forget to
check the entry requirements for each of the courses we have on offer.

Sixth Form Open Evening — 22" January 2026
We are delighted to open our doors once again for prospective students and their families who missed our
November open evening >>_Book your tickets here <<

Boock New

OPEN EVENING
22ND JANUARY 2026

Thoughtful Thursday

Here are some fantastic photos of our Sixth Form ‘Thoughtful Thursday’ PSHCE lesson from yesterday. Al
students participated in a range of activities including Christmas Crafts, Christmas Pirate game, Cooking
with Dave our Director of Catering, football, table tennis, badminton, Just Dance, board games and
meeting Pablo the dog.
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A massive thank you for all staff involved and the activities you have planned and led especially, Dave who
created and organised a lovely student cookery class during a very busy period of the day before lunch.

Future Lawyers Get Hands on Experience

After weeks of preparation, a team of 14 students competed in the Young Citizens National Bar Mock
Trial Competition at Leeds Magistrates Court. Led and supported by Mrs Newman (Subject Leader of
Law) and Mrs Weightman (Subject Leader of Criminology), the students took on criminal court roles,
including those of barrister, witness and juror and performed in three heats at the court against local
schools. The students performed fantastically and were praised for their 'incredible hard work' and
'brilliant speeches’. It was a wonderful experience for all of the students, giving them an opportunity to find
out more about a career in law, whilst developing their communication and teamwork skills.




A Huge Thank You from our Environmental Team!

They’ve been hard at work fundraising for some fantastic projects aimed at boosting sustainability and
biodiversity in and around school - and we’re thrilled to share that they’ve raised £144 from their tombola.
Thank you to everyone who supported them. Exciting things are on the way!

TOMBOLA

5 Tickets
For £

SIXTH FORM

AT HORSFORTH

Thank you, as always, for your support.

Yours faithfully

Dr P Bell
Headteacher

11 School Dinner Menu for the Week Ahead
Please click on the link below to view the food on offer for the coming week.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1 YU5 | y5GO-H6-o0dpxhPOG8zIUwpletx]RyfSbz2tSY0A/edit?usp=sharing

l. Please note menus may be subject to change due to product availability.

2. Please note some of the products we serve may contain peanuts, tree nuts, soy, milk, eggs and wheat.
While we take steps to minimise the risk of cross-contamination, we cannot guarantee that any of our products are
safe to consume for people with peanut, tree nut, soy, milk, egg or wheat allergies.

3. Please note we will make every reasonable effort to ensure that the information provided is accurate;

however, due to the very nature of food production there can be variations in each meal. As a school we are not
able to provide 100% accurate information on the food we serve.
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