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Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Some lovely updates this week, a particular thanks to all our Sixth Form students for really supporting and 
driving our ‘Wear it Pink Day’ in support of breast cancer awareness. This has really been led and driven 
by our students so it's great to see them having an impact on fundraising and awareness. 
 
As always, the link to the podcast version is here: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1F0h_uIdvWmMeM7RdBl6x_gm9D_H2Ceqi/view?usp=sharing  
 
Pathfinder Initiative at Rufforth Airstrip 
During the half term holidays, two of our Year 12 students who aren’t yet 17 were taking part in the 
Pathfinder Initiative at Rufforth Airstrip. The students achieve the essential driving competence, attitudes, 
and understanding to become safe drivers. Uniquely, Pathfinder is for students aged between 15-17 and 
their guardians. The students learn in a safe, secure environment, having fun together and building 
understanding and trust. Alongside learning and developing core driving skills, students will learn about and 
practice: 
 

● Driving and Road Safety Theory 
● Dealing with Peer Pressure 
● Road Risk and Safety Practice 
● Advanced Driving Appreciation 
● Essential Car Control 
● Manoeuvring & Overtaking 
● Brake and Avoid 
● Speed Awareness 

 
The course is great fun but has a serious side, statistically all novice drivers in their first year of driving 
have a 20% chance of having a collision, in students who have taken part in the week course, this is 
reduced to a 5% chance. The course is heavily subsidised and run by volunteers and the next course takes 
place during the Easter holidays and can be booked using this link: 
https://under17driver.co.uk/event/yorkshire-apr26/ 
 
CyberFirst Girls Competition 2025 
For a third year in a row we are participating in the NCSC (National Cyber Security Centre) CyberFirst 
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Girls Challenge - aimed at inspiring girls interested in technology and cybersecurity. This annual 
competition encourages Year 8 girls to work in teams to solve a series of challenging tasks related to the 
world of cybersecurity, such as problem-solving, coding and cryptography. 
  
It's a fantastic opportunity for participants to develop critical skills in STEM fields while gaining hands-on 
experience in tackling real-world tech challenges. By fostering teamwork, creativity, and innovation, the 
CyberFirst Girls Challenge helps inspire the next generation of female leaders in cyber technology and 
encourages them to explore career opportunities in this rapidly growing industry. 
  
Miss Turner will officially launch the challenge on Monday 10th November. Her passion for technology and 
innovation has already inspired students to get involved and take on the challenge - last year we had 8 
teams compete and we hope to have more this year. 
  
If your daughter is interested and has at least one other person ready to team up, they should go and see 
Miss Turner by Monday 17th November at 4pm to register. We are excited to see how the girls 
embrace the challenge and put their skills to the test, as they work together to solve real-world tech 
problems. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Get Involved in the Bebras Computing Challenge 2025 
This international competition introduces children to computational thinking and problem solving in a fun 
and engaging way. Our students have the chance to take part from 10th to 21st November. 
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The challenge involves a series of short, logic-based puzzles that encourage creativity, critical thinking, and 
perseverance. It’s designed to show that anyone can enjoy tackling computing problems, regardless of 
experience or background. 
 
Most students will complete the challenge during school hours, but some may need to take part in their 
own time. Every participant will receive a certificate to celebrate their achievement, and high scorers may 
even have the opportunity to be recognised nationally! If your child is in Year 7 or has not chosen 
Computer Science as an option but would still like to take part, please ask them to speak to Miss Turner 
for further details. 
  
We’re excited to see our students take on the challenge — and perhaps discover a future computer 
scientist in the making! 
 
Reading for Pleasure Newsletter November 2025 
Please click on the link to view the latest Reading for Pleasure Newsletter: 
https://www.horsforthschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Reading-for-Pleasure-Newsletter-November-2025.pdf  
 
Sports Fixtures  
Year 9 Football 
On a wet and miserable November evening, our Year 9 team once again demonstrated what a strong, 
united, and determined group they are. Despite two hard-fought 0–0 draws against Ilkley Grammar and 
Ralph Thoresby—both excellent sides who won cups across Leeds and Yorkshire last year—our boys 
were outstanding.  
 
They dominated large parts of both games and were unfortunate not to come away with the wins their 
performances deserved. The opposition struggled to gain control throughout, but we just couldn’t quite 
find that finishing touch in front of goal. 
 
Special mentions to James, Hugo, Joe, Archie, and Leo for their determination and passion throughout both 
matches. A big well done also to Luca, who made an impressive debut—his physical presence and attacking 
threat added real energy to the team. 
 
If they continue performing with this level of teamwork, commitment, and belief, the results will surely 
follow. The boys should be very proud of how they represented the school this evening. 
 
Year 10 Football 
Just before half term, our Year 10s played Bingley Grammar in the 3rd round of the national cup winning 
6-5 in extra time. The boys played brilliantly against a tenacious Bingley side that knocked out Cardinal 
Heenan in the previous round. George scored a brilliant hat trick, Lucas bagged a brace and Jacob 
completed the scoring. 
 
They also had their second Central Venue fixture on Monday night against Ilkley and Ralph Thorsby. They 
drew 1-1 with Ilkley after Jacob equalised late on with a neat finish, and then went on to beat Ralph 
Thorsby 5-0 with two wonder goals from Oscar. Ali made his debut for the team and was fantastic at right 
back. We await the draw for the 4th round and pray for a home draw! 
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Sixth Form at Horsforth News 
Wear It Pink Day! 
On the last day before our half term holiday, our students (and staff!) 'Wore It Pink' for Breast Cancer 
Now - to help raise funds and awareness for vital research and support. They raised over £150 and we are 
super proud of them! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Go Karting Champion! 
We are thrilled to share that last weekend Victor in Year 12 won the Whilton Mill Karting Championship 
after eight rounds! We are super proud. 
 

 
Well Done Year 13! 
Your first round of mock exams are over, we are amazed how you tackled them head on, with resilience 
and determination. Have a restful weekend! 
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Open Evening – Thursday 13th November 
Our first sixth form open event of the year is just around the corner. If you are attending with your Year 
11 child, watch out for an email from us next week containing some important information about the 
evening – we are looking forward to showing you our sixth form campus! 
 
Thank you, as always, for your support. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Dr P Bell 
Headteacher 

 
 
���� School Dinner Menu for the Week Ahead 
Please click on the link below to view the food on offer for the coming week. 
 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EwWpjz-4kfVPS68ewvCMYk0tKzqtTZ29OLWM1WUiplU/edit?usp=sharing 
 
1. Please note menus may be subject to change due to product availability. 
  
2. Please note some of the products we serve may contain peanuts, tree nuts, soy, milk, eggs and wheat. 
While we take steps to minimise the risk of cross-contamination, we cannot guarantee that any of our products are 
safe to consume for people with peanut, tree nut, soy, milk, egg or wheat allergies. 
  
3. Please note we will make every reasonable effort to ensure that the information provided is accurate; 
however, due to the very nature of food production there can be variations in each meal. As a school we are not 
able to provide 100% accurate information on the food we serve. 
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