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OPPORTUNITY AND ACHIEVEMENT FOR ALL

Year 7 Information Evening 
September 2025

11.09.2025



Celebrating successes



The Year 7 team



The Year 7 team

• Form tutors, Miss Whaler PBO, Mr Jacques YC

• Contact via the website on the Year 7 tab - FT is first port of call



Communication

We use all methods of communication but primarily email and class charts. 
We can’t offer ‘turn up’ appointments so please leave a message requesting 
one or a call back, via reception.
info@horsforthschool.org
0113 2265454

mailto:info@horsforthschool.org


Day to Day

Habits -packing bag on a night, uniform out ready, somewhere to store books and do homework, on 
time to school

Lockers -we encourage them to have one for kit and coats and they’ll need one in Y11 for exams. Hire 
fee is £15-they can speak to tutor about this

Water- only in class, and toilets should only be used at social time, before and after school-any 
medical need should be shared with school and a pass can be applied for

One way corridors in school must be followed

Healthy schools-students should not be bringing in large bottles of sugary drinks or big bags of sugary 
snacks, they will be confiscated. No gum.



Day to Day

Homework club

Menu variation -we have lots to offer everyone including gluten and vegan-students should ask the 
kitchen or duty staff if unsure

Jewellery and uniform - good at present-please make sure it sticks to policy

Planners -students have been remembering these which is great, they must be kept in good condition 
or they will need to be replaced- £5 charge

Phones -should be OFF and invisible before they enter school site-good start! Keep an eye on social 
media accounts



Reminders

First Aid-we have first aid at reception-if staff feel a student requires first aid they will request it.

Students need to see their teacher if feeling unwell but we will always encourage them to go back to 
class unless visually unwell.

Appointments-please make a note in your child’s planner if they will need to sign out through the 
day-they should always return afterwards and attend before hand, where possible

Forgotten equipment-we don’t have capacity to contact you for this but you are welcome to drop 
things at reception and our team will try to get them to the right place

Lunch balance-please make sure this is topped up weekly. We can’t allow students to loan more than 
£5



Herd Farm

• The cost for Herd Farm this year is £38

• Payment is available to be made using our new 
payment system IPAY

• Anyone who is struggling to log on or needs the log in 
details re-sending should contact 
finance@horsforthschool.org 

• Any issues-please contact us

• Last few years-every child attended

mailto:finance@horsforthschool.org


Settling In Evening

Parents will make appointments to see form 
tutors between 3.15 and 5.45 using the 
Parents’ Evening System (the link is in the 
letter) and the system will go live early October

This is for pastoral information-not subject 
based, and a chance for you to meet the tutor



SEND support + events

Keep a look out for upcoming events!
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OPPORTUNITY AND ACHIEVEMENT FOR ALL

Teaching and Learning @ 
Horsforth School



Curriculum

How will you know… 

➢ What their timetable looks like?

➢ How are they behaving in class and around school?

➢ What group they are in?

➢ What topics they are learning?

➢ What progress they are making?

➢ What homework they have?



What is your child learning?
In Year 7, students study a wide range of subjects, over a 50 lesson, 

2-week timetable.

English Baccalaureate (Ebacc)

English 
(7)

Maths 
(7)

Science 
(6)

History (2) 
Geography (2)

French (6) OR 
Spanish (6) OR 
Chinese (6)

Core Offer

Art 
(2)

Computing 
(2)

Design 
(3)

Drama 
(2)

PSHCE 
(1)

Music 
(2)

PE 
(4)

RS 
(2)

• All subjects are taught in mixed ability groups

• We ensure all students are challenged and supported to achieve their 

potential.

• For Maths only, students are set by ability Y7-11

• TR groups



What is your child learning?

Learning Journeys for 

every subject can be found 

on the school website so 

you can see what is being 

taught each half term in 

every subject in Year 7 

(Year 7 / What you Learn)



Class charts: Behaviour

• Most communication comes through class charts 
including homework setting

• Make sure you install the APP

• Please contact the data team via reception if you’re 
having any issues



Class charts: Homework

• Most communication comes through class charts 
including homework setting

• Make sure you install the APP

• Please contact the data team via reception if you’re 
having any issues



Encourage them to get involved…. Good for making friends and building confidence….



Students receive any ATL score 
three times per year.

Each subject will give an 
individual ATL score and an ATL 
average will be calculated and 
used for rewards / recognition 

purposes

How is your child doing?



How is your child doing?

Assessment takes place throughout the year at key 

points for each year group.

Students in Year 7 are assessed against ‘end points’.

These are the knowledge and skills that need to be 

secure at the end of each unit and each year.

Students are identified as ‘below track’,  ‘on track’ 

or ‘above track’ at specific points throughout Year 

7.

This is based on their progress in relation to their 

prior attainment at KS2 (H M or L banding).



How Can I Support at Home?



How is your child doing?

We communicate regularly with parents about 

the individual progress of our students.

In Year 7 you can expect the following:

• Daily updates using the Class Charts Parent 

App 

• Settling in evening (Half term 1) – form tutor

• Parents’ evening (face to face Summer Term)

• Regular Progress Review Reports (email and 

paper copy) including:

• Attitude to learning scores

• Progress data (on track or not?)

• Attendance data

• Behaviour data



Students who excelled…



Attendance



Zones of Learning

A set of consistent expectations for how students work in 
our lessons



Zones of 
Learning 

@ Horsforth 
School

Focused Whole 
Class

Quiet Pairs Quiet Pairs 

Purposeful 
Groups 

Silent 
Independent



Focus on the ‘what’ not the ‘how’

▪ Students have more and more to remember in their different subjects
▪ We want the best possible outcomes for every student
▪ We need students to be focused on what they are learning to get the most 

out of every lesson
▪ To do this, we need their behaviour for learning to be routine, consistent 

and an expectation
▪ Zones of Learning will support all students and will help everyone to focus 

on the learning and make the best possible progress 
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OPPORTUNITY AND ACHIEVEMENT FOR ALL

Homework @ Horsforth 
School



Why set homework?

• Provides an opportunity to OVER LEARN

• Allows students to consolidate information learned in the lesson

• An opportunity to improve retention and recall 

• Allows parents to have an insight into what their child is doing at school 
and be partners in learning 

• Teaches students discipline and time management

• Improves skills needed in KS5 and FE 

• Allows students to work independently 

• According to the EEF, improves progress by 5+ months 



What does the research say?

• We have a curriculum built to support students knowing and remembering 
more and our Home Learning needs to mirror this. 

• The process of using a read, cover, write, check strategy is a well-tested, 
evidence-informed approach to support students committing information 
to their long-term memories. 

• This retrieval practice and repetition will ensure that students know and 
remember more, making them feel more successful both in their Home 
Learning and across the curriculum in their other lessons.



KS3 Homework Booklet

➢ Students have all received two booklets; a knowledge organiser booklet 
and a task booklet. It is really important they keep these safe. Students 
should bring their Knowledge Organisers to school every day as these will 
be useful in their lessons

➢ The knowledge organisers have been carefully designed by our Curriculum 
Leaders and are specifically mapped against our curriculum

➢ The task booklets contain the different homework tasks that students will 
complete during the half term. Teachers will specify which tasks they 
should complete each time homework is set





Homework – how can you support?

✓Ask them questions about the tasks they are doing 

✓Quiz them on things that are on their knowledge organisers (definitions, 
summaries, explanations, translations)

✓As the year goes on, encourage them to look back at previous half 
term’s Knowledge Organisers and make flash cards, mind maps to see 
how much they can remember 

✓Do the suggested further activities together – lots of these involve 
wider research or teaching things to family members 

✓Praise 
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OPPORTUNITY AND ACHIEVEMENT FOR ALL

Rewards @ Horsforth School





Instant reward



Your voice matters

Please complete parent voice when we send it

There will be an opportunity to provide your voice on some things year 7 
specific, at the settling in evening
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