
Welcome to 
Horsforth School: 

Year 10 Success 
Evening

Thursday 12th September



Year 10 Information Evening: 
Success in GCSEs

Outcomes:

•Celebrate the current achievements

•Outline the Key Dates for Year 10

•Meet the Year 10 Staff

•Practical advice for the coming months and 
core subject specific advice



Year 7 & 8

Settling In, 
Making New 
Friends, New 

Subjects  
Foundations of 

Knowledge good 
study skills, 

Year 9 GCSE 
Transition Year

‘Taster’ Subjects

Year 10 & 11

GCSE Courses
GCSE Success

Extra Curricular:  Sport, Drama, Trips, Visits, Clubs



The Road Ahead…



Pastoral and Academic Support: Who will support your child?

Wider Pastoral team headed up by Mrs Nowell- Deputy Headteacher 

Miss O’Dowd YC for Y10

Mrs Patel: PBO for Y10

Team of Year 10 

form tutors Referral for specialist support 

/safeguarding team

Bespoke PSHCE lessons around mental 

health, stress and relaxation 

Mrs Bellis- Student Support and Mental 

Health

Mrs Reid - Attendance Support and 

Intervention

Individualised support plans
Mrs Marsh LT Link for Y10



Researchers from the universities of York and 

Leeds have found that GCSE results have a 

significant impact on many elements of life at 23 

years-old, predicting factors such as whether an 

individual had a prestigious job and a good 

income as well as their level of wellbeing.Happiness Health Employment
Financial 

security



Attendance

End of  Year 9

• Overall: 94%

• 16 students 

awarded 100% for 

the whole year

• Whole school 

target: 96+%

Start of  Year 10

• Overall: 95.8%

• Whole school 

target: 96+%

• Every day counts!



Attitude To Learning

PR0 PR1 PR2

56% 67% 54%

13%

Average 

ATL: 5



Progress and Attainment

• 90.4% of students achieved 

Exceeding or Meeting across 

all their subject

• Subjects will pinpoint specific 

ways to effectively use 

independent study

• Every lesson counts!



Behaviour

Y9 Top Behaviours

1.Late to Lesson

2.Equipment

3.Homework



Key Dates in 
Year 10 
and 11



12th

September

16th 

October

10th 

February
24th April

w/c 9th 

June

w/c 16th 

June

w/c 23rd 

June
14th July

Information 

Evening

Attitude 

to 

Learning 

report 

home

Year 10 

Reports 

Home

Year 10 

Parents 

Evening

MFL 

Speaking 

Mock 

Assessments

Year 10 

Work 

Experience 

week

Year 10 

Assessment 

Week

Year 10 

Reports 

Home

October 

2025

December 

2025

November 

2025
March 2026 May 2026 June 2026 June 2026

Next Steps 

Week and 

Sixth Form 

Open Evening

Year 11 

Parents’ 

Evening

Mock Paper 1 

week

Mock Results’ 

Day

Mock Paper 2 

week

GCSE Exam 

Start

GCSE Exams 

Finish 
Prom!



Progress and 
Target Setting 
at Horsforth 

School



Target Setting

• When students arrive in Y7 they are grouped into attainment bands 
based on their KS2 (SATS) performance (CATS for current Year 10);
• High

• Medium

• Low

• These are used to set Y7 students based on ability in Maths only

• All other subjects are taught as mixed ability from Y7 onwards

• In Year 10 Minimum Target Grades (MTGs) are shared using CATS 
data and reviewed regularly



Tracking Progress at Horsforth

• We formally track the progress of every student in each subject 
throughout the academic year:

• This is based on:
• In-class assessment data

• Ongoing teacher analysis (including homework  tasks)

• Summative assessment tasks (e.g. topic tests and exams)

• We use this information to generate Progress Indicators against their 
Minimum Target Grades twice a year



Progress Review Reports

• Progress Review Reports are sent home twice a year (plus one 
additional ATL only report) – these include:
• Attendance / punctuality data

• Behaviour data

And per subject…

• Attitude to Learning (ATL) score of 1-6

• Minimum Target Grades

• A progress indicator based on assessment data



Progress Review Week

• These are calendared and are held within tutor groups after every 
progress review

• Students are all provided with their latest progress review data in 
paper format

• Action planning, mentoring and additional support avenues are all 
covered within the form time sessions that week

• ATL rewards are also included in the week…



Parents’ Evenings

• 1 calendared evening per year group

•Year 10 is Online, 5-minute appointments  4.30 - 
7.30pm 

•Year 11 is Face to Face, 5-minute appointments  4.30 - 
7.30pm



Keeping Parents Informed



Homework on the Classcharts App



A Recipe for 
Success



GCSE RESULTS 2024





Attitude To Learning



Attendance Matters

Attendance 9 % 9 - 8 % 9 - 7 % 9 - 6 % 9 - 5 % 9 - 4 %
Average 
Grade

Progress

0-49% 0 0 0 0 11.8 23.5 2.4 -1.88

50-89% 1.5 3.9 11.7 24.9 46.3 66.8 4.4 -0.67

90-94% 1.9 7.5 17.5 34.1 57.9 79.5 5.1 0.33

95-97% 4.6 17.3 33 50.3 66.7 86.2 5.6 0.44

98-100% 6.2 21.1 38.3 58.4 77 91.3 6.1 0.77



Early revision is essential



Subject 
Specific Advice



AQA English Language and AQA English Literature GCSE

English Language Paper 1: 
1hr 45 mins – 4 reading questions on a fictional text and a written task of a description or 
story
English Language Paper 2:
1hr 45 minutes – 4 reading questions on 2 non fiction texts and a non fiction written task 
where you give a viewpoint

English Literature Paper 1:
1hr 45 minutes- Two sections: Romeo and Juliet and A Christmas Carol- extract based 
question. Answer on extract then the rest of the text
English Literature Paper 2:
2hrs 15 minutes- Three sections:An Inspector Calls; Poetry Anthology (Power and Conflict 
poems) and unseen poetry



English:  What will students be studying this year?

English Language
Autumn term

• Studying language paper 1 and 2 skills under the 
theme of Education and then the theme Individual 
and Society

• Writing a paper 2 viewpoint piece linked with the 
education theme

Spring term

• Completing the reading section of a paper 1 exam

• Studying language paper 1 and 2 skills under the 
theme of Adventure and Exploration

• Writing a paper 1 description piece linked with 
Adventure and Exploration

Summer term

• Revision of all Language skills

• Revision for Language Paper 1 full mock in June

Autumn term

• Studying unseen poetry linked with the theme 
education

• Completing an unseen poetry assessed piece

• Studying A Christmas Carol

• Completing A Christmas Carol assessment

Spring term

• Studying Romeo and Juliet

• Completing Romeo and Juliet assessment

Summer term

• Reading An Inspector Calls

• Revision for Literature Paper 1

• Literature Paper 1 full mock



English Language & Literature: What should students be doing at home to help them do 

well?

Engaging fully in lessons, completing all homework;

Being proactive in their responses to teacher feedback on homework or 

assessments:

Purchasing copies of the literature texts to add their own annotations in class;

Reading and re-reading the literature texts (or listening to audio recordings/film 

versions);

Reading about the texts- critical reading and finding out what others have written about the 

texts;

Making use of resources on their Google Classroom;

Reading a range of non fiction (articles from newspapers or quality news apps);

Using Seneca and Massolit to revise the literature texts;

Buying and using revision guides;Learning spellings / new vocabulary.



Seneca & Massolit



Year 10 A Christmas Carol

• Tell me more? You are about to start studying A Christmas Carol in 

class. This will involve reading the whole novel as a class. 

• How much does it cost? £3.25. This is a school only offer- it will cost 

you a lot more in a shop/online. Bargain!

• How to order: Through the new IPay only. Books will then be delivered 

via your English teachers as soon as they arrive. Letters will be emailed 
home so get your parents/ guardians to check.

• Why should I buy them? Because then you can highlight key quotes 
and annotate sections of the text in lessons. There is also a really useful 

revision section in the book with knowledge organisers. Plus ordering 

them this way will save you loads of money!

• Do I HAVE to buy it? No- we can lend you a school copy if you really 

want- but you can’t write in a school copy. If you have an older 

brother/sister then get them to give you theirs. Also if you receive FSM
then we will give you a copy with no charge. 



GCSE Mathematics

Year 11



Our Exam Board



The Examination



Equipment

➢ All students should have a pair of 

compasses, a protractor and a scientific 

calculator 

➢ Although not necessary, graphical 

calculators can be used and may offer a 

slight advantage to Higher Tier students if 

they know how to use them

➢ An opportunity to purchase graphical 

calculators will be available later in the 

school year.  They are required to study A-

Level Mathematics



How to Revise for Mathematics Effectively

➢ Students should avoid making notes 

and posters and instead focus on 

practising questions

➢ They should choose their revision 

topics carefully, prioritising topics 

they find most challenging first



Using Assessment Feedback Effectively
These are the topics 

of the questions from 

the mock assessment.

Students should 

focus initially on the 

‘red’ and ‘amber’ 

topics. Students 

should then retry the 

questions from the 

mock assessment to 

check if they have 

improved.



Using the Online Revision Checklist

Every topic in the 

Curriculum broken 

down by strand

A one-click video link 

for examples and 

help

A one-click link to 

exam-style questions 

with worked 

solutions

An interactive 

tracker to self-assess 

understanding



Useful Websites:



Year 11 - CGP Maths Revision Guides

£3.15 per book
RRP: £6.50

• Letter with information about 

how to buy via Parent Pay 

before half term

• Online resources also included



School Support

➢Maths after-school drop-in and small-

group sessions for Y11

 

➢Maths Helpdesk - Homework support 

after-school on Thursday in JB2 (all are 

welcome)



GCSE Mathematics

Thank you

Please speak to me if you have any 
questions



GCSE Science



Biology, Chemistry and Physics ("Triple Science")

Biology

Paper 1
1hr 45min
100 marks

Paper 2
1hr 45min
100 marks

Chemistry

Paper 1
1hr 45 min
100 marks

Paper2 
1hr 45min 
100 marks

Physics

Paper 1
1hr 45min
100 marks

Paper 2
1hr 45min
100 marks

1 GCSE

9 possible grades 
1-9

1 GCSE

9 possible grades 
1-9

1 GCSE

9 possible grades 
1-9



Combined Science: Trilogy

Biology

Paper 1
1hr 15min
70 marks

Paper 2
1hr 15min
70 marks

Chemistry

Paper 1
1hr 15 min
70 marks

Paper 2
1hr 15min
70 marks

Physics

Paper 1
1hr 15min
70 marks

Paper 2
1hr 15min
70 marks

2 GCSEs

17 possible 
grade 

combinations

1-1 up to 9-9



Biology content

Topics
Cell biology
Organisation
Infection and response
Bioenergetics
Homeostasis and response
Inheritance, variation and evolution
Ecology

Required practicals

Microscopy

Microbiology*

Osmosis

Food tests

Enzymes

Photosynthesis

Reaction time

Plant responses*

Field investigations

Decay*

*GCSE Biology only



Chemistry content

Topics
Atomic structure and the periodic table
Bonding, structure, and the properties 
of matter
Quantitative chemistry
Chemical changes
Energy changes
The rate and extent of chemical change
Organic chemistry
Chemical analysis
Chemistry of the atmosphere
Using resources

Required practicals
Making salts
Neutralisation*
Electrolysis
Temperature changes
Rates of reaction
Chromatography
Identifying ions*
Water purification

*GCSE Chemistry only



Physics content

Topics
Energy
Electricity
Particle model of matter
Atomic structure
Forces
Waves
Magnetism and electromagnetism
Space*

Required practicals
Specific heat capacity
Thermal insulation*
Resistance
I-V characteristics
Density
Force and extension
Acceleration
Waves
Light*
Radiation and absorption

*GCSE Physics only



Just go to the Tassomai app 
(or webpage) and use the 
email you provided the 
school. Password can be 
reset using the reset link.

Tassomai



• physicsandmathstutor.com - it’s biology and 
chemistry too!

• Savemyexams.com - excellent revision notes
• Cognito videos - subscribe to the channel on 

YouTube
• Wednesday revision sessions
• Resources and further information on 

Google Classroom
• AQA science exam papers
• Reduced-price revision guides to be offered 

before half term
• Revision you don’t like doing is probably the 

best type for you!

Other resources



Please speak to me if you have any questions



NEW MFL GCSE – 2024 onwards

Please note: the Mandarin Chinese exams have not changed.



MFL GCSE Format: Themes
• Theme 1: People & Lifestyle

• Identity & relationships with 
others

• Healthy living & lifestyle

• Education & work

• Theme 2: Popular Culture
• Free-time activities

• Customs, festivals & celebrations

• Celebrity culture

• Theme 3: Communication and the World Around Us
• Travel & tourism

• Media & technology

• The environment & where people live



MFL GCSE Format: Exams

• Listening (25%)      (50 marks)
• Section A: multiple-choice and written answers in English.
• Section B: dictation task (20/30 words)

•Reading  (25%)      (50 marks)
• Section A: multiple-choice and written answers in English.
• Section B: Spanish to English translations.



MFL GCSE Format: Exams

• Speaking       (50 marks)
• Role-play (10 marks)
• Reading aloud task (15 marks)
• Photo-cards (25 marks)

•Writing        (50 marks)
• Photo description

• 50-word question

• Grammar gap-fill

• English to Spanish translations

• 90-word question

• English to Spanish translations

• 90-word question

• 150-word question



Vocabulary lists (support booklets)

In total:

• 1,200 words at 
foundation tier.

• 1,700 words at 
higher tier.



Assessment
• Vocabulary tests (based on sections of the support booklet).

• Written tasks each half-term (a mixture of 50/90/150-word 
questions to cover both tiers).

• Synoptic listening/reading/writing assessments at the end of each 
half term.

• Mocks in HT6: speaking and writing.



Help at home
• Test them weekly on vocabulary from their support booklets.

• Ask them their general conversation questions

• Watch a film/TV programme in the target language together (plus 

English subtitles)

• Encourage students to listen to music in the target language, for 

example when revising

• Have a bi-lingual dictionary at home which can be used instead of 

platforms such as Google Translate

• Encourage the use of language-learning apps (such as Duolingo).



Revision techniques
• Mind-maps

• Flash-cards

• “Look, cover, write, check” to learn vocabulary/practise spellings 
(including accents!)

• Sticky notes

• Talk about the topic of [holidays] for 1 minute

• Record speaking answers and listen back to them



Useful Websites

• www.wordreference.com

• www.languagesonline.org.uk

• www.duolingo.com/learn

• www.quizlet.com

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zhsvr82

• https://lyricstraining.com/

• https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-4

• https://www.lightbulblanguages.co.uk/

Mandarin Chinese: https://www.languagenut.com/en-gb/

An online learning platform that students can use to practise 

the GCSE vocabulary and exam skills. Students were given the 

username and password in year 10. Students should speak to 

their teacher if they no longer have their login for any reason.

http://www.wordreference.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.duolingo.com/learn
http://www.quizlet.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zhsvr82
https://lyricstraining.com/
https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-4
https://www.lightbulblanguages.co.uk/
https://www.languagenut.com/en-gb/


Parental 
Support



How Parents Can Support







Before 2003, Great Britain had endured nearly one hundred years 
of mediocrity. For a century, British riders had only won one 
medal at any Olympic games and had fared even worse in the 
Tour de France.

Appointed Dave Brailsford in 2003.

He was relentlessly committed to a 
strategy  that he referred to as ‘the 
aggregation of marginal gains’.



The whole principle came from the idea that if you broke down everything you 
could think of that goes into riding a bike, and then improve each one by 1%, 
you will get a significant increase when you put it all together.

• Redesigned bike seats 
• Rubbed alcohol on tyres for improved grip
• Riders wore electrically heated overshorts to maintain muscle 

temperature
• Used biofeedback sensors to monitor how athletes responded 

to particular workouts
• Tested various fabrics in a wind tunnel 
• Tested massage gels to see which one led to fastest muscle 

recovery
• Determined the best pillow and mattress that led to the best 

night’s sleep for each rider
• And loads more…



8 GOLD,   4 SILVER,  2 BRONZE

9 GOLD,   3 SILVER,  5 BRONZE



What small improvements could you support them to 
make?

• Stick the revision timetable on the fridge

• Provide a quiet place to work in the house.

• Talk to your child about what they learned today/ look in their books

• If they complete their homework or say they have none, suggest they spend an extra 15 minutes 
revising a previous topic. E.g. make flashcards. (1-2 hours an evening is quite normal in Y10)

• If they struggle with their Sparx, suggest they watch the video for help.

• If they complete their Sparx maths or Tassomai science, encourage them to do an extra 10 
minutes. 

• Quiz them on the topic they have worked on for their homework.

• Encourage them to have something to eat before school. 

• Encourage bedtime half an hour earlier.

• Devices out of bedrooms when sleeping. 

• Improve attendance by at least 1% by encouraging them to come in



Success

Y7
Y8

Y9
Y10

Y11

Make this year your best year ever!



Any Questions?

Please stay behind we can answer questions about:

• Exams

• Access arrangements

• Attendance

• Rewards

• Wider pastoral 

• Anything else…
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